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THE  FORTNER  FAMILY 

1974 

Preface 

During  the  early  years  of  my  marriage  to  Robert  B.  Jenn- 
ings, his  mother,  Mrs.  Ellie  (Fortner)  Jennings,  spent  much  of 
her  time  with  us.  "The  Olden  Days"  have  always  been  a subject 
of  great  interest  to  me,  so  I listened  to  her  reminisce  with 
pleasure  and  curiosity,  too.  Her  early  childhood  had  been 
spent  in  the  midst  of  the  Fortner  family  on  her  father's  plan- 
tation near  Terry,  Mississippi.  Their  plantation  adjoined 
that  of  her  grandfather,  and  there  various  members  of  the  fami- 
ly "came  an-i  went". 

The  story  of  her  father's  family  following  the  Civil  War 
was  one  of  sadness.  Another  version  of  "Gone  With  The  Wind", 
the  lovely  plantation  life  before  the  War  and  their  struggle 
to  survive  a life  thrust  upon  them  after  the  South  fell,  - one 
for  which  they  were  ill-prepared.  Ellle's  grandfather,  Benja- 
min Fortner,  died  in  1871  and  his  sons  were  confronted  with 
the  meuiagement  of  the  plantation,  most  of  which  by  that  time 
was  mortgaged  to  raise  money  for  crops  and  other  expenses. 

Her  tincles  began  to  disagree  over  the  best  road  to  survival. 

One  by  one  they  moved  away  and  the  plantation  was  eventually 
lost.  The  once  close  family  became  separated  and  failed  to 
keep  in  touch.  I make  mention  of  this  to  give  you  some  idea 
of  how  difficult  it  has  besn  to  trace  the  children  of  Benjamin 
and  Ellen  (Mullen)  Fortner. 

We  were  fortunate  in  one  way.  The  family  Bible  was  pre- 
served and  for  some  years  has  been  in  the  custody  of  the  Ike 
Fortner  family  in  Gulfport,  Mississippi.  In  it  the  names  and 
dates  of  birth  of  Benjamin  and  Ellen  Fortner's  children  are  re- 
corded. The  Bible  also  records  the  dates  of  birth  of  Benjamin 
and  Ellen  and  the  names  of  their  parents.  With  this  we  began! 

The  1850  census  of  Hinds  Co.,  Miss.,  shows  that  Benjamin 
was  born  in  South  Carolina.  The  1880  census  of  that  county, 
where  his  brother,  Thomas  S.  Fortner,  lived  stated  that  their 
father,  John,  was  born  in  North  Carolina.  This  ultimately  sent 
us  to  South  Carolina,  where  we  found  many  Fortners,  surely  of 
this  family  because  of  the  continued  use  of  the  same  given 
names.  As  of  this  time,  however,  we  are  unable  to  separate  the 
several  John  Fortners  who  were  there.  We  have  been  to  Jackson, 
Miss.,  several  times,  using  the  wonderful  State  Archives.  On 
other  occasions,  trips  have  been  made  to  Raymond,  Miss.,  where 
we  examined  the  old  Hinds  Co.  court  and  deed  records.  We  have 
also  gone  to  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  where  some  of  the  records  of  the 
Warren  Co.  Fortners  can  be  found  at  the  courthouse.  That  fami- 
ly descends  from  Thomas  Fortner,  who  came  to  the  Warren  Co.  area 
in  1798.  Tradition  in  both  their  fsunlly  and  ours  is  that  they 
were  related.  The  same  given  names  prevail  in  both  families. 
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In  furthering  our  research,  we  have  examined  the  records  in  sev- 
eral other  Mississippi  Counties,  as  well  as  the  courthouse  rec- 
ords of  Catahoula  and  Acadia  Parishes  In  Louisiana, 

We  were  particularly  pleased  to  find  Mrs.  Anna  Glllls  Ma- 
gee In  New  Orleans.  Her  grandmother  was  Martha  Laura  Fortner, 
a daxighter  of  Benjamin  and  Ellen.  Laura  lived  In  Anna  Glllls' 
home  until  Anna  was  In  her  teens,  and  she  remembers  well  some 
of  the  little  stories  that  have  provided  a few  clues.  Anna  al- 
so has  the  Fortner  album  containing  photographs  of  Benjamin,  El- 
len and  many  of  their  children. 

The  Warren  Co,  Fortners  will  be  written  about  at  another 
time,  and  perhaps  I shall  be  able  to  link  some  of  the  many  other 
branches  that  we  have  found. 

The  earliest  Fortner  records  we  have  found  involve  the  ex- 
citing and  fanciful  story  of  a young  girl,  Isabella  Dimcan  of 
Scotland,  the  daughter  of  Lord  Archibald  Duncan,  She  came  to 
America  In  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  centiiry  to  marry 
her  young  lover.  The  ship  was  captured  by  pirates  on  the  way, 
and  she  was  taken  to  Pennsylvania  and  there  sold  into  bondage. 
Her  master  was  a Mr,  Fortner  from  New  Jersey,  as  the  story  goes. 
He  took  her  home  as  a housemaid,  and  his  son  Benjamin  fell  in 
love  with  her,  Benjamin  worked  and  saved  every  cent  he  could 
and  finally  was  able  to  pay  off  her  debt  of  servitude.  They 
were  married  In  New  Jersey  and  had  eleven  children.  Some  of  the 
descendants  of  Benjamin  and  Isabella  Fortner  migrated  westward 
to  Illinois  and  Iowa,  and  others  moved  Into  Pennsylvania,  As 
of  this  date,  I have  no  Idea  If  the  North  Carolina  Fortners  des- 
cend from  this  New  Jersey  family  or  If  they  came  directly  to 
Virginia  from  England  and  moved  on  to  North  Carolina.  After  the 
Revolutionary  War  they  scattered  over  the  Southern  States. 

One  problem  that  has  complicated  our  research  is  the  spell- 
ing of  the  name.  Tradition  in  the  family  Is  that  the  name  was 
originally  spelled  Faulkner,  We  have  found  it  spelled  Faulkner, 
Falkner,  Falconer,  Forkner  and  Faulkoner,  as  well  as  Fortner, 
and  In  the  South  Carolina  records  It  may  be  spelled  different 
ways  In  the  same  docxunent.  The  records  Indicate  that  the  Fort- 
ners were  farmers  by  trade.  They  were  Methodist  In  faith  and 
apparently  law  abiding  citizens,  for  we  have  found  few  court 
proceedings  or  records  of  controversies  which  often  provide  a 
great  deal  of  genealogical  data.  They  were  people  with  great 
determination  and,  we  are  told,  quick  tempers, 

I have  no  way  of  estimating  the  number  of  letters  that 
have  been  written  seeking  Information,  or  the  number  of  telephone 
calls  that  have  been  made.  The  Fortners  are  notoriously  poor 
correspondents,  but  wonderful  people  to  visit  with,  - If  they 
can  be  found.  Please  keep  In  mind  that  In  many  Instances  we 
have  had  to  rely  on  the  census  records  for  the  names  of  descend- 
ants, and  that  these  census  records  are  not  always  as  accurate  as 
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they  might  have  been.  The  ages  and  places  of  birth  of  those 
listed  may  vary  with  each  census,  depending  upon  how  well  In- 
formed the  person  giving  this  Information  was.  Someday,  a more 
complete  history  of  the  family  may  be  given,  tlelng  our  branch 
to  others.  In  the  meantime,  you  will  know  something  about  the 
origins  of  your  family.  Perhaps  you  may  be  able  to  add  some 
facts,  and  some  fiction  as  well,  to  this  Fortner  family  genealo- 
gy. 

While  my  husband.  Bob,  does  not  have  the  same  enthusiasm 
as  I do  for  genealogical  research,  he  Is  an  attorney  and  has 
worked  with  Interest  In  the  many  courthouses  we  have  visited, 
especially  In  the  areas  of  land  acquisitions,  maps,  estate  pro- 
ceedings, litigation  and  Civil  War  records,  leaving  it  to  me 
to  reconstruct  family  relationships.  Without  his  help,  Includ- 
ing the  typing  of  this  manuscript,  I could  never  have  compiled 
this  record. 
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JOHN  FORTNER 


John  Fortner  was  born  during  the  year  1776  In  North  Caro- 
lina (1850  census  of  Copiah  Co,,  Miss,  and  I860  census  of  Cata- 
houla Ph,,  La,),  As  a young  lad,  he  moved  to  South  Carolina, 
where  he  married  the  first  of  his  three  wives,  Bersheba,  We 
believe  that  she  was  an  Arrington  and  probably  lived  on  the  ad- 
joining plantation.  There  are  numerous  Fortner  records  in  Edge- 
field  District,  South  Carolina,  which  show  that  several  members 
of  this  family  were  there  when  the  1790  census  was  taken.  There 
are  numerous  land  transactions  between  these  people,  but  none 
of  the  material  provides  us  with  any  proof  of  their  relation- 
ships to  one  another, 

John  and  Bersheba  Fortner  were  in  South  Carolina  as  late 
as  I8I3,  for  their  daughter,  Ann  Fortner,  stated  In  a subse- 
quent census  record  that  she  was  born  during  that  year  in  South 
Carolina,  We  do  find  that  a John  Fortner  was  selling  his  land 
in  Edgefield  District  from  1808  to  1811,  perhaps  in  anticipa- 
tion of  a move.  The  children  of  several  other  Fortners,  Russ- 
ell, James  and  Thomas,  seem  to  have  remained  there  for  a longer 
time.  There  were  no  Fortners  found  In  Edgefield  District  after 
the  Civil  War, 

Where  John  Fortner  lived  during  the  time  following  his  de- 
parture from  South  Carolina  until  his  arrival  In  Mississippi 
we  do  not  know.  He  Is  next  fotind  In  Wayne  Co.,  Miss,,  on  the 
tax  roll  of  1823.  He  owned  I60  acres  of  land  and  had  two  slaves. 
He  may  have  followed  Arthvir  Arrington  to  Wayne  Co,  The  latter 
arrived  there  In  1818  and  gradually  acquired  ^00  acres  of  land 
and  22  slaves.  Arthur  Arrington  died  about  1843.  He  may  have 
been  a brother  of  Bersheba,  The  same  Arrington  names  such  as 
Burrel  are  common  In  both  families.  The  records  of  Wa3me  Co, 
were  all  destroyed  by  fire  In  1895.  so  It  Is  Impossible  to  con- 
nect these  people  from  the  coiinty  records.  There  was  also  a 
Thomas  P,  Falconer  who  came  to  this  county  shortly  after  John 
did.  He  was  a prosperous  citizen  and  died  about  1848  (Proceed- 
ings of  Masonic  Grand  Lodge  of  Miss.,  1882).  Again,  we  cannot 
tell  their  relationship.  If  any,  John  Fortner  was  In  Wayne  Co, 
until  1825,  when  he  moved  his  family  to  Hinds  Co,,  Miss,  This 
part  of  Mississippi  had  been  Choctaw  lands  iintll  about  1823, 
when  they  were  acquired  by  the  United  States,  John  Fortner's 
son,  Martin,  acquired  two  grants  of  land  from  the  government 
In  1827,  but  we  were  unable  to  determine  when  or  from  whom  John 
acquired  his  land. 

John  Fortner  and  his  sons  settled  In  that  part  of  Hinds 
Co,  that  was  known  as  Byram.  Old  Byram  was  four  miles  south- 
west of  Elton,  Miss,,  and  about  five  miles  north  of  present  day 
Terry  (see  area  map  of  Hinds  Co.).  Mr,  Brleger  in  his  book 
"Hometown,  Mississippi"  says  that  Arthur  Fortner  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers.  Although  only  his  name  is  mentioned,  early 
deeds  establish  this  as  the  general  area  In  which  they  all  set- 
tled, It  was  generally  described  as  being  in  Sections  11,  12, 
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13  and  l4.  Township  4 North,  Range  1 West,  Benjamin  and  Ar- 
thur also  had  800  acres  near  Raymond,  as  well  as  other  lands 
In  Hinds  Co,  Some  years  later,  Benjamin  moved  about  three 
miles  farther  west  to  the  Springrldge  area.  This  seems  to  be 
the  same  part  of  the  county  where  Newtown  was  located  on  the 
Sprlngridge  Road, 

Bersheba  Fortner  died  after  1825,  for  their  son,  Thomas 
Square  Fortner,  was  born  that  year.  She  and  John  were  the  par- 
ents of  twelve  children:  Arthur,  Martin,  Benjamin,  John  A., 
Thomas  Square,  Burrel  H.,  Ann,  Eliza  Jane,  Sabrina  Minerva, 
Nancy  Amanda,  Epsey  Eleanor  and  Sarah  E,  Fortner, 

On  1 Mar,  1827,  John  was  married  a second  time  to  a 
young  lady,  Nancy  Kelly  (Hinds  Co,  Mar,  Rec,  Bk,  1,  pg,51). 

The  older  children  may  not  have  been  too  happy  about  this,  or 
the  young  mother  who  began  her  own  family  may  not  have  been 
able  to  cope  with  such  a large  family.  At  any  rate,  in  1828 
John  Fortner  leaves  several  slaves  and  some  property  in  trust 
for  his  youngest  children's  care  and  upkeep.  He  also  gives 
some  furniture,  cattle  and  milch  cows  to  his  daughter,  Eliza 
Jane,  We  find  Benjamin  taking  the  yoiing  children  to  live  with 
him,  for  in  the  1830  Hinds  Co.  census  ne  Is  head  of  tne  house 
which  Includes  them. 

In  1837,  John  Fortner  sold  his  land  to  John  T.  Davis,  but 
remained  in  Hinds  Co,  until  after  6 Apr.  1845,  for  on  that  day 
he  makes  provision  for  his  tvro  daughters  by  his  second  marriage 
(Hinds  Co.  Conv.  Rec,  Vol,  17,  pg,  381).  He  says  he  has  al- 
ready provided  for  his  other  children,  John  donates  to  Lau- 
retta Edna  and  Susan  Josephine  Catherine  Fortner  and  their 
heirs  three  slaves:  Matilda,  Phoebe  and  Jack.  Two  of  these 
slaves,  Phoebe  and  Jack,  are  the  cause  of  a later  law  suit, 

John  Fortner  also  donates  to  Nancy,  his  wife,  in  conjunction 
with  the  two  children  "all  my  stock  of  every  kind  and  descrip- 
tion ...  consisting  of  horses,  cattle  and  hogs  and  all  my 
household  and  kitchen  fiirnlture  and  farming  utensils,  also  our 
wagon  wnd  one  yoke  of  oxen".  It  sounds  as  though  old  John  may 
have  been  concerned  about  his  health  and  did  not  want  to  leave 
any  unfinished  business.  However,  he  was  to  live  for  a long 
time. 


Before  1850,  John  and  Nancy  had  moved  south  to  Copiah  Co, 
There  Nancy  gave  birth  to  a daughter,  Cynthia,  and  in  1850  an- 
other daughter,  Mary,  was  born,  Nancy  died  soon  after  and  John 
decided  to  move  to  Catahoula  Parish,  La,,  where  several  of  his 
children  by  his  first  marriage  were  living,  A daughter  by  his 
second  marriage,  Lauretta,  was  also  living  there  with  her  fami- 
ly, and  John  may  have  thought  she  could  help  take  care  of  her 
two  younger  sisters, 

John  Fortner  seemed  to  love  his  family,  end  spoke  affec- 
tionately of  his  children  in  his  various  donations  to  them. 
Apparently,  he  loved  and  needed  a home  life,  and  he  was  also 
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quite  a guy!  On  18  Mar,  1853 t John  Fortner  married  a third 
time  to  Delilah  Wood  (Catahoula  Ph,  La.  Conv,  Rec,  Bk.  A, 
pg,  201),  Fortunately  for  our  research,  John  Fortner  sold 
several  slaves  that  belonged  to  the  estate  of  his  second  wife, 
Nancy  Kelly,  and  his  datoghter,  Lauretta,  called  him  to  ac- 
count, The  suit  was  settled  out  of  court,  but  did  establish 
the  relationship  of  this  family. 

On  30  May  i860,  John  Fortner  sold  his  land  to  Moses  Walk- 
er, and  his  wife,  Delilah,  relinquished  any  claim  she  might 
have.  They  appeared  In  the  I860  census  of  Catahoula  Ph.,  at 
which  time  he  was  84  years  old  and  Delilah  was  40,  Three 
children  were  listed:  Emanuel,  age  6,  James,  age  4,  and  a 
daxighter,  Cltyfias,  age  2.  Old  John  must  have  died  soon  after, 
for  we  find  no  further  mention  of  him  or  Delilah  and  their 
children. 


CHILDREN  OF  JOHN  AND  BERSHEBA  FORTNER 

I,  Arthur  Fortner  died  26  Jan,  1835  In  Hinds  Co,,  Miss, 
Benjamin  Fortner  was  named  administrator  of  his  estate,  and 
posted  a $50t000»  bond.  This  was  a large  sum  of  money  in  those 
days,  but  the  estate  of  Arthur  Fortner  was  extensive.  He  had 
been  a very  successful  young  man.  His  wife  was  named  Martha, 
and  on  21  Dec.  I836  she  was  married  again  to  William  Porter 
(Hinds  Co,  Mar,  Rec,  Bk,  1),  Arthur  at  his  death  left  a daugh- 
ter, Susan  E,  Fortner,  born  1825,  who  married  William  H.  Rose 
on  18  May  1841  (Hinds  Co.  Mar.  Rec,  Bk,  2,  pg,  294),  At  her 
marriage,  her  stepfather  gave  her  four  slaves  from  her  father ‘s 
estate.  The  I85O  census  gives  the  names  of  her  children  as 
Laura,  age  7,  Cornelia,  age  5.  and  Arthur,  age  2,  We  have  no 
further  record  of  the  Rose  family. 

All  of  the  probate  records  concerning  Arthur's  estate  are 
missing,  as  well  as  the  will,  but  we  find  that  on  3 Aug,  1837 
his  widow's  second  husband,  William  Porter,  bought  at  public 
auction  1,040  acres  of  land  (some  in  Sec,  11,  T 4 N,  R 1 W) 
from  the  Estate  of  Arthur  Fortner  (Hinds  Co.  Conv.  Rec,  Vol. 

16,  pg.  388).  We  later  find  that  Arthur's  daughter,  Susan 
Rose,  sold  240  acres  of  land  on  13  Feb,  1847,  the  purchaser 
being  her  husband,  William  H,  Rose  (Hinds  Co,  Conv,  Rec,  Vol, 
18,  pg.  528),  It  Is  also  noted  that,  under  the  provisions  of 
Arthur's  will,  his  executors  were  Instructed  to  purchase  a 
"small  place  to  place  the  10  slaves  reserved  by  said  will  for 
the  support  of  his  wife  and  child", 

II,  Martin  Fortner  was  born  1804  Is  South  Carolina,  On 
4 Oct,  1827  he  received  Patents  Nos.  53  and.  2273  from  Choctaw 
Land  Office,  In  the  I83O  Hinds  Co,  census,  he  was  married  but 
had  no  children.  Later  census  records  Indicate  they  had  a 
daTighter  whose  name  Is  not  known,  but  who  died  young.  His 
wife  was  named  Ann,  They  moved  to  Catahoula  Ph,,  La.  about 
1838  and  bought  40  acres  on  the  water  of  the  Bushby.  Martin 
sold  this  land  In  1844  to  John  Pitman.  Ann  apparently  died 


-6- 


shortly  after  1840,  and  on  2?  May  1842  he  married  Lucy  Tune. 

He  ovmed  and  operated  a grist  mill  on  the  fork  of  the  Hemp- 
hill Creek  In  the  Pine  Hills  District,  Martin  died  there 
some  time  after  1862.  Lucy  (Tune)  Fortner  did  not  remarry 
and  in  1897  gave  her  daughter,  Margaret,  the  home  place  with 
the  consent  of  the  remaining  children,  Bashaba  and  Susan, 
Martin  and  Lucy  (Tune)  Fortner  had  five  children  whose  names 
are  in  the  i860  Catahoula  Ph.  census:  1.  Bashaba,  age  17, 
married  W,  H.  Parker,  a cousin,  on  6 Feb.  1862.  She  was  mar- 
ried a second  time  to  T,  J.  Pentecost  of  Catahoula  Ph.,  and 
they  had  at  least  three  children:  Alice,  Edward  and  Trviman 
Pentecost,  2,  B,  A.  Fortner,  a twin  I believe,  age  17  In 
I860.  No  record.  3.  Elisha  Fortner  - no  record.  4.  Susan 
Fortner,  age  10.  She  mar,  18  July  1866  John  Sandlfer.  The 
1880  census  of  Catahoula  Ph,  gives  Susan  as  age  30  and  John 
as  age  Jl,  Their  children  were:  (1)  Mary  Sandlfer,  age  12; 

(2)  John  Sandlfer,  age  10;  (3)  Thomas  Sandlfer,  age  8;  (4) 

Lucy  Sandlfer,  age  5;  (5)  Peter  Sandlfer,  age  4;  (6)  Wlltz 
Sandlfer,  age  1,  Susan's  mother,  Lucy  (Tune)  Fortner,  age 
67  was  living  with  them,  5»  M.  E,  Fortner,  female  age  6, 
was  Margaret  E.  Fortner  who  married  first  a Mr,  Williams, 

She  was  married  a second  time  to  Thomas  M,  Francis  on  2 Mar. 
1888  (Bk.  C,  pg.  286,  Catahoula  Ph,  Mar.  Rec,),  She  received 
a donation  of  land  from  her  mother  In  1897.  There  may  have 
been  another  daughter,  Mary  Fortner,  who  married  James  Rob- 
ertson 18  Jan,  1883  at  the  home  of  Lucy  (Tune)  Fortner  (Cata- 
houla Ph.  Mar.  Bk,  B,  pg,  903).  ^ut  I am  Inclined  to  think 
that  this  Mary  Fortner  Is  the  daughter  of  old  John  and  Nancy 
(Kelly)  Fortner. 

III,  Benjamin  Franklin  Fortner,  born  l4  Mar.  I8O6,  See 
the  next  section  for  his  record, 

IV,  John  A.  Fortner  was  living  with  his  brother,  Ben- 
jamin, In  1830.  He  married  In  Hinds  Co.  Miss,  14  Dec.  I830 
Clntha  (Synthla)  Ann  Howell.  Benjamin  Fortner  was  his  bonds- 
man, On  3 Mar.  1832,  he  and  Clntha  sold  50  acres  with  Im- 
provements. This  adjoined  his  father's  land.  On  22  Apr, 

1839,  John  A.  was  deceased  and  Benjamin  had  been  named  the  ad- 
ministrator of  his  estate,  Clntha  was  apparently  deceased  and 
no  children  are  mentioned.  On  27  Jan.  1841,  Benjamin  told  the 
court  that  all  of  John's  household  goods  and  papers  had  been 
destroyed  by  fire.  "Only  one  cow  was  left  and  It  has  since 
died". 


V,  Burrel  Fortner,  born  I8I5.  The  census  says  Miss,, 
but  I believe  this  Is  In  error,  Burrel  moved  to  Catahoula 
Ph,,  La,  with  his  brother,  Martin,  and  some  of  his  sisters. 
He  was  a farmer  and  was  married  there  29  Feb.  1844  to  Eliza 
Zelgler  (Catahoula  Ph.  Mar.  Rec.  Bk.  13).  In  I85O  he  was  a 
widower  living  In  Hinds  Co,,  Miss,  at  the  home  of  Thomas 
Sqtiare  Fortner,  He  seemed  to  move  back  and  forth  between 
the  two  states.  In  1870  he  was  back  In  Catahoula  Ph.  No 
records  of  his  descendants  were  found. 
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VI,  Thomas  Square  Fortner.  He  was  the  youngest  son,  born 
1825,  and  may  have  been  the  youngest  child  of  Bersheba  Fort- 
ner, Thomas  Square  died  23  Sept.  1885.  He  was  married  on  23 
Dec.  1846  to  Margaret  Satterfield  (Hinds  Co,  Mar,  Rec.  Bk,  2, 
PS.  513).  The  date  of  his  death  and  the  following  information 
came  from  Hinds  Co,  Probates  Nos,  663  and  2033? 

Thomas  S.  Fortner  died  intestate  and  his  wife  was  named 
administrator.  He  had  a fruit  orchard  and  a plantation  of  238 
acres  In  first  district  of  Hinds  Co.  He  had  been  seriously 
111  before  his  death,  and  a Mr,  Fox  agreed  to  harvest  his  crop 
of  corn,  cotton,  peas  and  potatoes.  In  addition  to  the  home, 
furniture  and  barns,  he  had  11  head  of  cattle,  6 hogs,  1 horse 
and  7 mules,  one  lot  of  farm  Implements,  1 buggy,  1 lot  of  car- 
penter’s tools,  1 corn  sheller,  1 oat  cradle,  1 grass  blade, 

1 lot  of  spades  and  shovels,  1 wheelbarrow,  1 man’s  saddle, 

1 double  barrel  shotgun,  1 cotton  planter,  1 grindstone,  1 pr. 
cotton  balances,  and  the  crop  mentioned  above, 

Margaret  Fortner  died  1?  June  I898  and  her  son,  William, 
with  whom  she  had  lived,  was  made  executor  of  the  estate. 
Margaret  had  been  111  with  a disfiguring  cancer  for  years,  and 
made  her  home  with  him.  He  seemed  to  be  a man  of  great  pa- 
tience, for  his  sisters  gave  his  constant  trouble.  They  were 
full  of  petty  arguments  and  even  accused  him  of  taking  a gun 
that  belonged  to  his  father.  He  proved  his  father  had  given 
him  the  gun  and  he  had  used  It  for  many  years.  Finally  In 
1902  the  estate  was  settled  and  his  share  was  .|120,  which  he 
signed  over  to  the  lawyer  for  his  fee.  The  last  we  found  of 
this  Wm.  M,  Fortner,  he  was  said  to  be  a resident  of  Lincoln 
Co.,  Miss.  Wm,  M.  Fortner  seemed  to  have  had  great  compassion 
and  understanding,  and  was  certainly  devoted  to  his  mother, 

Thomas  Square  and  Margaret  Fortner  had  four  children: 

1.  Flora  Fortner,  born  1847  (Hinds  Co,  I860  census),  married 
W.  D.  Conly,  Since  she  was  living  In  1902,  there  were  no  names 
of  her  children  given  In  the  probate  rec,;  2.  William  M.  Fort- 
ner, bom  1849  - no  record  of  his  children;  3.  Fanny  Fortner, 
born  1851,  married  T.  H.  Fox,  She  died  before  Sept.  1901, 
leaving  the  following  children;  (1)  a daughter  who  married 
Mr,  Bell,  They  had  two  children,  Anna  and  Bettle  Bell;  (2) 
Maggie  (Fox)  Bonham;  (3)  Sally  (Fox)  McDaniel;  (4)  Arthur  Fox; 
(5)  Hunt  FoX;  (6)  Luther  Fox;  (7)  Douglas  Fox.  4.  Margaret 
Fortner,  born  1859,  died  young, 

VII.  Ann  Fortner  was  born  1813  in  South  Carolina  (Cata- 
houla Ph.  La.  census).  On  19  Apr.  1828,  John  Fortner  gave  his 
consent  for  his  daughter,  Ann,  to  marry  Samuel  Old  (sometimes 
spelled  "Olds"  of  "Oils").  Both  were  under  age  and  Samuel  had 
no  guardian  (Hinds  Co.  Mar,  Rec,  Bk.  1,  pg,  59).  By  this  mar- 
rlsige  she  had  a daughter,  Mary  Ann  Old  (Oils),  born  1829  or 
1832  (census  dates  vary)  In  Miss,  She  married  Rubin  Valentine 
of  Catahoula  Ph.  La.,  but  no  date  Is  given  (Conv.  Rec,  Bk.  G, 
pg  410),  The  1870  Catahoula  Ph.  census  lists  four  children; 
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(1)  William  Valentine  - agel2;*(3)  Elisha  Valentine  - age  4; 

(4)  S,  Valentine,  a daughter  - age  2,  There  may  have  been 
other  Valentine  children,  but  we  did  not  find  them  there  In 
1880,  Ann  (Fortner)  Olds  also  had  a daughter,  Epsa  A.  Olds, 
who  was  living  with  her  sister,  Mary  Ann  Valentine,  in  1850 
and  her  age  Is  given  as  12  years  In  the  census.  Several  docu- 
ments and  marriages  were  witnessed  by  J.  T.  Oils,  He  may  have 
been  their  son,  but  I have  no  proof,  *(2)  Lucl  Valentine-age  6 

Ann  (Fortner)  Olds  was  married  a second  time  In  Copiah 
Co,,  Miss,  to  Wm,  Parker  on  9 Sept,  1838.  Burrel  Fortner  was 
a witness  (Copiah  Co.  Mar,  Rec,,  by  Upton,  pg.  32).  By  this 
marriage  she  had  at  least  seven  children:  1,  Cymantha  E.  Park 
er,  born  1837  (Was  this  a child  of  Mr,  Parker  by  an  earlier 
marriage  or  Is  her  age  given  in  error?);  2,  Sarah  Parker  - 
age  11;  3.  W.  H.  Parker  - age  8,  He  married  Basheba  Fortner 
on  6 Feb.  1862  In  CatsUioula  Ph,,  La,  No  known  heirs;  4,  Nan- 
cy Parker  - age  6,  born  In  La.;  5»  Andrew  C.  Parker  - age  3. 
born  in  La,  (These  five  children  are  recorded  In  Catahoula 
Ph, , La.  census  1850.)  In  1847  Ann  and  William  Parker  were 
legally  separated,  but  were  reconciled  and  had  two  more  child- 
ren: 6,  A,  Parker,  a daughter,  born  1850;  and  7.  B#  Parker, 
a male,  born  1852,  Sometime  prior  to  i860  Ann  married  a third 
time  to  Mr,  S.  Day,  There  were  no  children.  Mr,  Day  probably 
died  prior  to  1870,  for  Ann  (Fortner)  Day  was  then  living  In 
the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mary  A.  Valentine,  In  Catahoula  Ph,, 
La. 


VIII.  Eliza  Jane  Fortner,  She  was  given  a slave  named 
Matilda  by  her  father,  John  Fortner,  on  31Dec.  1834  "because 
of  natural  love  and  affection  I have  for  my  daughter",  (Hinds 
Co.  Conv.  Rec,  Bk.  5t  pg*  288),  No  further  record. 

IX.  Sabrina  Minerva,  She  was  given  a slave  girl  named 
Judith  by  her  father,  John  Fortner,  "because  of  the  natural 
love  and  affection  which  I have  for  my  daughter"  (Deed  dated 
31  Dec,  1834,  Hinds  Co,  Conv,  Rec,  Bk,  5t  PS*  286),  No  fur- 
ther record, 

X.  Nancy  Amanda  Fortner,  "Because  of  the  natirral  love 
and  affection  which  I have  for  my  daughter",  John  Fortner  don- 
ated to  her  a feather  bed  and  fiirniture,  and  a slave  girl 
named  Francis,  (Hinds  Co,  Conv,  Rec,  Bk,  5»  PS*  288.)  No 
further  record, 

XI.  Epsey  Eleanor  Fortner,  There  is  no  record  of  her 
other  than  the  deed  of  trust  from  John  Fortner  "for  the  main- 
tenance of  my  three  children,  Epsey  Eleanor,  Sarah  E,  and 
Thomas"  (Hinds  Co,  Conv,  Rec,  Bk.  1,  pg,  140,  dated  25  Feb, 
1828),  It  was  noted  that  Ann  (Fortner)  Olds  named  one  of  her 
daughters  Epsa  (Epsey),  perhaps  for  her. 

XII.  Sarah  E.  Fortner.  She  was  provided  for  by  a don- 
ation of  slaves,  cattle  and  furniture  "for  maintenance  of  my 
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three  children  « • • , ” (see  XI.  above).  She  married  John 
Stovall,  son  of  Joslsdi  Stovall,  on  6 June  1838  (Hinds  Co,  Mar 
Bk.  2,  pg.  116).  No  record  of  children.  On  20  Dec.  1844  she 
married  Benjamin  Stanley  In  Catahoula  Ph.,  La.  (Conv.  Bk.  G, 
pg,  298).  No  record  was  found  of  them  In  the  census  records, 

CHILDREN  OF  JOHN  FORTI’lER 
BY  HIS  SECOND  MARRIAGE 
TO  NANCY  KELLY 

XIII.  Lauretta  Edna  Fortner  was  born  1828  (I850  Copiah 
Co,  census).  She  married  a widower  with  two  children,  Sam- 
uel R.  Simpson.  Lauretta  moved  to  Catahoula  Ph.,  La,  and  on 
15  Dec,  1857  was  married  a second  time  to  W,  A.  Edwards  (Cata 
houla  Ph.  Mar.  Rec.  Bk.  A,  pg.  I6I).  The  I87O  Catahoula  Ph. 
census  lists  the  following  children,  but  the  first  three  were 
perhaps  children  by  Mr.  Edwards'  first  marriage:  1,  W,  G.  Ed- 
wards - age  16;  2.  Josephine  Edwards  - age  14;  3,  A.  S,  Ed- 
wards, female  age  12j  4.  J,  A.  Edwards,  male  age  6;  5,  E,  A. 
Edwards,  male  age  4;  6,  L,  M,  Edwards,  female  age  6 mos, 

XIV.  Susan  J.  Fortner,  born  1839  (I850  Copiah  Co.  cen- 
sus), She  Is  probably  the  Susan  J,  Fortner  who  married  Wm, 
Pentecost  on  25  May  1853  In  Catahoula  Ph.  (Mar.  Rec.  Bk.  A. 
pg.  219). 

XV.  Cynthia  Fortner,  born  1848  (I860  Catahoula  Ph.  cen- 
sus). No  further  record, 

XVI.  Mary  Fortner,  born  I85O  (i860  Catahoula  Ph.  cen- 
sus), This  Is  probably  the  Mary  Fortner  who  married  James 
Robertson  at  the  home  of  Lucy  (Tune)  Fortner. 

(John  and  Nancy  may  have  had  two  other  children,  Newton 
and  Kelly  Fortner,  but  I have  no  proof  so  will  not 
ntimber  them, ) 

CHILDREN  OF  JOHN  FORTNER 
BY  HIS  THIRD  MARRIAGE 
TO  DELILAH  WOOD 

XVII.  Emanuel  Fortner,  born  1854.  No  further  record. 

XVIII.  James  Fortner,  bom  I856.  No  fiirther  record. 

XIX.  Cltyflas  Fortner,  born  1858,  No  further  record. 
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BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  FORTNER 


Benjamin  Franklin  Fortner,  the  son  of  John  and  Bersheba 
Fortner,  was  bom  on  14  Mar,  1806  In  South  Carolina,  and  came 
to  Hinds  Co,,  Miss,  with  his  parents  (Family  Bible  and  I85O 
census  Hinds  Co.).  After  his  mother's  death  and  his  father's 
remarriage,  Benjamin  for  some  reason  became  the  head  of  the 
house  and  in  I83O  all  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  who  were  not 
married  were  living  with  him.  Some  of  the  girls  were  young  la- 
dies then,  and  apparently  capable  of  running  the  home.  On 
16  Dec.  I83O  he  married  Mary  R.  "Polly"  Davis,  the  daughter  of 
Wiley  Davis,  who  was  "not  yet  twenty".  They  probably  began 
their  home  in  the  area  of  Springridge  and  New  Town,  and  their 
property  backed  up  to  the  area  that  was  to  become  the  famous 
Cooper's  Well  Resort  (see  map). 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  our  Fortner  family  lived  and 
owned  acreage  for  some  time  in  the  vicinity  of  Cooper's  Well 
during  the  years  when  it  was  a thriving  resort  for  people  seek- 
ing the  mineral  waters  as  a cure  for  various  maladies,  we  are 
digressing  at  this  point  to  Include  some  notes  from  a "Hist- 
ory of  Cooper's  Well  (or  Cooper's  Dream)"  by  Wm,  D,  Anderson, 
M.D.,  of  Waterproof,  Tensas  Parish,  La.,  dated  11  Aug,  1848  and 
published  in  I85I  Ly  Mississippi  Power  Press,  Jackson,  Miss. 

The  land  on  which  the  well  was  situated  was  pur- 
chased by  Rev,  Preston  Cooper  in  1837.  Rev,  Cooper 
decided  to  move  his  awelllng  to  the  top  of  the  hill 
(called  Cooper's  Hill),  but  there  was  no  water  avail- 
able, so  he  decided  to  dig  a well  rather  than  depend 
upon  a cistern.  At  JO  feet  the  digger  struck  very 
hard  rock  and  quit.  Rev,  Cooper  dreamed  that  a man 
appeared  and  ordered  him  to  resume  digging  the  well, 
so  he  employed  a second  digger,  who  worked  through 
the  rock  which  was  9 feet  thick  but  struck  another, 
harder  rock,  and  quit  after  two  days.  Two  months 
later.  Rev,  Cooper  had  another  dream,  and  decided  to 
hire  a third  digger,  who  penetrated  the  rock  to  a 
depth  of  30  feet  before  quitting.  Nearly  a year 
passed  when  Rev,  Cooper  had  another  dream,  and  the 
same  familiar  face  appeared  and  ordered  him  to  em- 
ploy a fourth  digger  and  complete  the  well.  He  then 
dreamed  that  he  did  so,  and  the  man  obtained  water, 
but  said,  "It  stlnketh  mightily,  so  that  you  may 
never  use  it".  Rev,  Cooper  employed  a fourth  dig- 
ger, and  he  reached  a depth  of  nearly  100  feet  when 
water  appeared  from  a crevice  in  the  rock.  The  dig- 
ger said,  "It  is  water,  but  it  stlnketh  mightily,  so 
you  never  can  use  it".  This  was  on  Friday,  I6  Sept, 

1841,  and  it  confirmed  his  last  dream  exactly! 

In  1842,  Dr.  Daugherty,  of  Raymond,  Miss.,  stopped 
at  the  well  to  quench  his  thirst.  Later  he  became 
ill  and  was  recovering  slowly.  He  recalled  that  the 
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water  had  had  a very  exhilarating  influence  on 
his  system,  so  he  went  back  and  started  using  the 
water  and  became  entirely  well  in  a few  days.  He 
then  sent  patients  there  and  told  others  about 
the  water.  The  well  became  known  for  its  medicin- 
al properties,  especially  for  troubles  of  the  stom- 
ach and  bowels. 

The  area  was  developed  over  several  years,  and  ves- 
sels of  water  were  shipped  to  various  parts  of  the 
country.  Invalids  flocked  to  the  well  by  1849  and 
1850.  There  were  frame  hotel  buildings  having 
about  200  rooms  for  guests,  with  a ballroom  and 
an  observatory  built  to  a height  from  which  it  was 
possible  to  view  the  rolling  countryside  for  great 
distances,  even  to  Vicksburg  forty  miles  away. 

The  author  pointed  out  that  there  were  fine  roads 
leading  to  Cooper's  Well  from  Jackson  and  other 
towns,  but  the  cheapest,  easiest  and  most  agree- 
able conveyance  was  the  railroad  running  from 
Vicksburg  to  Brandon,  connecting  at  Bolton's  De- 
pot with  the  railroad  from  that  point  (2?  miles 
east  of  Vicksburg)  to  Raymond,  within  4 miles  of 
the  well.  The  fare  from  Vicksburg  to  the  Well 
via  the  Vicksburg  and  Raymond  railroads  was  about 
:$2,50,  which  Included  the  stage  fare,  four  miles, 
from  Raymond  to  the  Well,  From  Jackson  to  the 
Well,  by  the  same  roads,  the  charge  was  about 
$2,00.  It  was  also  stated  that  persons  from  New 
Orleans  could  reach  Cooper's  Well  in  about  three 
days  via  steamboat  to  Vicksburg  and  the  railroad. 

In  1830,  the  same  year  that  Benjamin  Fortner  and  Polly 
Davis  were  married,  the  Sprlngrldge  Methodist  Church  was  or- 
ganized. Early  members  recalled  the  original  structxire  which 
was  built  with  slave  labor  from  the  Crlsler  place.  Other  mem- 
bers donated  lumber  and  building  materials.  All  of  the  lum- 
ber was  sawed  and  cut  by  hand.  The  original  church  contained 
an  ares  for  slaves  of  the  family  to  attend  worship  service. 
After  the  freeing  of  the  slaves,  this  area  was  used  for  a 
school  room.  The  earliest  records  in  existence  show  that  in 
1862  Benjamin  Fortner  was  a trustee.  Prior  to  the  building  of 
the  church,  services  were  probably  held  in  various  homes  as 
was  the  custom.  The  members  usually  brought  lunch  with  them 
for  the  family,  so  that  Sunday  was  their  day  of  worship  and 
fellowship.  After  dinner  on  the  grounds,  they  would  hold  a ser 
vice  and  then  begin  the  trek  back  home.  Mrs,  R.  C,  Upton,  in 
her  history  of  the  Church,  says: 

"The  circuit  rider  came  by  horseback  and  arrived 
once  a month.  He  us\ially  came  on  Friday  and 
stayed  in  one  of  the  members'  homes  until  Monday. 

An  early  Methodist  Minister  and  member  of  this 
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church  recalls  stories  of  family  carriages  with 
slaves  In  attendance  coming  to  church  on  the 
Sabbath,  Ladles  Is  gay  crinolines,  carrying 
parasols,  were  escorted  to  the  door  of  the  church 
by  the  slaves,  who  then  went  to  the  section  pro- 
vided for  them." 

(History  of  Sprlngrldge  Methodist  Church,  by  Mrs,  R.  G.  Upton, 
as  contained  in  the  Miss,  D.A.R,  Cemetery  and  Church  Records, 
Vol.  1955.) 

These  early  records  also  show  Benjamin's  interest  in  his 
and  other  children's  educational  welfare,  for  on  2 Oct,  1854 
the  Sprlngrldge  Academy  was  established.  It  was  built  across 
the  road  from  the  Church, 

Benjamin  Pranklln  Fortner  was  also  a Mason.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  St,  Johns  Lodge  at  Sprlngrldge  In  1848.  On  13  Aiig. 
1859  he  was  listed  as  a Trustee  of  M.  E,  Methodist  Church  and 
Masonic  Hall  at  Terry,  Miss, 

Just  a year  after  Benjamin's  marriage  to  Polly  Davis,  she 
died  In  childbirth  and  the  child  did  not  survive.  It  has  been 
said  that  the  home  they  had  begun  was  not  as  yet  complete,  and 
apparently  he  still  had  a number  of  his  brothers  and  sisters 
living  with  him,  Benjamin  purchased  several  adjoining  pieces 
of  land  and  Increased  his  holdings.  As  the  area  developed,  one 
of  the  nearby  families  was  that  of  Joshua  and  Rhoda  Mullen, 
Benjamin  was  a large,  handsome  man  and  financially  well  estab- 
lished, so  it  was  natural  that  the  young  girls  In  the  neigh- 
borhood cast  their  eyes  In  his  direction.  It  is  told  In  the 
family  that  Ellen  Mullen  would  watch  him  ride  by  on  his  beauti- 
ful horse,  and  hoped  their  paths  might  cross.  There  were  sev- 
eral springs  in  the  area  where  the  neighbors  met  to  visit. 
Perhaps  they  met  there  or  at  the  newly-established  Sprlng- 
rldge Methodist  Church  and  found  a mutual  interest,  for  on 
6 Apr.  1835  they  were  married  (Hinds  Co,  Mar,  Rec,  Bk.  1,  pg. 
263). 

Ellen  Mullen's  parents,  Joshua  and  Rhoda  Mullen,  came  In- 
to the  Choctaw  District  about  1833  from  Lawrence  Co,,  Miss, 

(see  "Allied  Families"),  Ellen's  name  was  really  Eleanor, 

She  was  bom  2 Mar,  1815  (Bible)  and  died  18  Feb.  1894,  Mrs, 
Ellle  Jennings  says  she  Is  burled  In  the  old  Town  Cemetery  at 
Terry,  There  Is  no  marker  on  the  plot. 

On  26  Jan.  1835  Benjamin's  brother,  Arthur,  died  leaving 
a very  large  estate.  Benjamin  was  named  executor  and  posted 
a bond  for  $50* 000*  which  gives  an  Indication  of  the  estate's 
value.  This  must  have  added  greatly  to  Benjamin's  responsibi- 
lity, and  with  his  own  large  holdings  made  him  a very  busy 
man.  Benjamin  and  Ellen  completed  their  home,  but  on  26  Aug, 
1836  they  sold  It  to  Joseph  and  Sarah  Abney  (56O  acres).  For 
some  reason,  the  deal  was  not  satisfactory  and  the  next  year 
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they  bought  the  property  back,  the  deed  stating  that  Benjam- 
in and  Ellen  were  living  there.  The  5^0  acres  were  located  In 
Sec.  31,  T 5 N,  R 1 W;  Sec.  36,  T 5 N,  R 2 W,  and  Sec.  1,  T 4 N, 
R 2 W (see  map).  As  previously  Indicated,  the  land  In  Sec.  36 
was  near  the  site  of  Cooper's  Well.  The  land  In  Sec.  1 (Just 
south  of  Sec.  36)  was  In  an  area  designated  on  an  early  map  as 
"Seven  Springs".  The  records  Indicate  that  Benjamin  and  Ellen 
lived  In  that  area  for  perhaps  15  years  or  more,  until  they 
moved  to  a place  on  the  Pearl  River  near  what  became  the  site 
of  Terry,  Miss. 

Benjamin  and  Ellen's  first  son,  Arthur  Arrington  Fortner, 
was  born  in  1836,  and  they  apparently  named  him  for  Benjamin's 
recently  deceased  brother,  whose  estate  he  was  then  administer- 
ing. 


In  1839  Benjamin  mortgaged  the  plantation  for  $10,000. 
and  bought  stock  In  a new  bank  at  Jackson,  Miss.  During  this 
year  his  brother,  John  A.  Fortner,  passed  away  and  Benjamin 
was  named  executor  of  that  estate.  Within  the  past  two  years, 
he  and  Ellen  had  had  two  more  sons,  Henry  Turner  and  Beniamin 
Franklin,  Jr,,  and  in  1842  John  Newton  Fortner  arrived.  The 
year  1843  touched  them  with  their  first  Immediate  sorrow,  as 
little  John,  Just  a few  days  short  of  being  one  year  old,  died. 
They  were  blessed  though  with  a daughter  this  same  year,  the 
first  girl,  Martha  Laura i 

Benjamin  was  a real  "wheeler  - dealer"  in  lands,  as  shown 
by  the  Hinds  Co.  records  at  Raymond,  and  he  was  continually 
adding  to  his  holdings.  In  1852,  perhaps  because  of  the  tre- 
mendous Influx  of  people  into  the  Cooper's  Well  Resort,  or  for 
other  reasons  more  related  to  farming,  such  as  talk  of  building 
a railroad,  he  began  to  acquire  acreage  on  the  Pearl  River  sev- 
eral miles  southeasterly  from  the  above  described  56O  acres 
that  made  up  his  home place.  By  deed  dated  14  Oct.  1852,  Ben- 
jamin purchased  Lots  Nos.  10,  11,  12  and  13  of  Sec,  12,  T 3 N, 

R 1 W,  containing  about  I60  acres,  for  $1,170,  This  Sec.  12 
had  for  Its  eastern  boundary  the  Pearl  River,  as  did  Sec.  1 to 
the  north  and  Sec.  13  to  the  south.  In  both  of  which  Benjamin 
was  later  to  acquire  lands  (see  map).  As  a result,  these  Sec- 
tions were  Irregular  in  shape  and  were  surveyed  into  lots  rath- 
er than  Into  quarters. 

Another  Incident  of  particular  Interest  to  the  Fortner 
family  was  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  In  1853*  which  struck  the 
entire  area  of  Cooper's  Well,  Springrldge  and  New  Town,  It  Is 
reported  that  this  epidemic  began  following  a large  ball  held 
at  the  Resort  which  many  of  the  people  from  surrounding  communi- 
ties attended,  and  where  they  were  exposed  to  the  disease  by 
one  of  the  guests.  Many  people  died.  Including  several  doctors 
In  the  area,  and  it  Is  easy  to  Imagine  the  concern  Benjamin  and 
Ellen  must  have  had  for  their  family. 


The  community  of  New  Town,  according  to  a "History  of 
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Terry,  Mississippi”,  by  Mrs,  E.  H.  Birdsong  (Published  In  "The 
Terry  Headlight"  on  13  Feb.  19^8  and  20  Feb,  19^8),  was  estab- 
lished about  1811.  The  site  of  New  Town  Is  said  to  have  been 
at  what  is  known  today  as  "Wynndale",  several  miles  southeast- 
erly from  the  present  community  shown  on  the  Hinds  Co.  highway 
map  as  "Springridge" . Some  time  after  the  yellow  fever  epidem- 
ic of  1853»  what  Is  now  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  entered 
the  area  an(i  there  was  considerable  agitation  as  to  Just  where 
the  right-of-way  would  be  located.  The  railroad  was  built  in 
1856,  and  It  by-passed  the  Sprlngridge-New  Town  area,  Mr,  W.  D. 
Terry  offered  to  give  land  for  a town  to  be  located  on  the  rail- 
road, provided  that  the  town  would  bear  his  name.  His  offer 
was  accepted,  and  the  Town  of  Terry  was  founded.  (Mr,  Terry's 
home  is  also  said  to  have  served  as  the  first  stop  for  the  stage- 
coach on  the  Jackson  road.)  It  appears  from  the  above  cited 
History  of  Terry  that  the  New  Town  community  was  moved  two  or 
three  miles  south  to  Terry,  and  the  Hinds  Co,  highway  map  does 
not  show  any  such  community. 

On  9 Sept,  I856,  Benjamin  boioght  from  Augustus  Catching, 

Sr.,  for  :ip8,652.00  (represented  by  four  promissory  notes),  about 
1,000  acres  of  land  In  Secs,  1,  11,  12  and  I3,  T 3 N,  R 1 W 
(see  map),  adjacent  to  and  adjoining  the  I60  acres  in  Sec,  12 
which  he  had  purchased  in  1852,  We  also  found  that  on  I3  Nov, 
1856,  Benjamin  obtained  title  from  the  U.  S.  Land  Office,  by 
entry,  to  Lots  1 and  8 of  Sec.  12  and  Lot  1 of  Sec,  13t  con- 
taining 72,16  acres.  These  were  undoubtedly  classed  as  "swamp 
lands",  for  which  Benjamin  paid  12^!^  per  acre,  or  a total  of 
$9.02. 


Benjamin  also  acquired  lands  across  the  Pearl  River  in 
Rankin  Co,,  Miss.,  In  Secs.  6 and  7»  T 3 N,  R 1 E,  which  ad- 
joined his  Hinds  Co.  lands  In  Secs.  1 and  12,  T 3 N,  R 1 W 
(see  map).  We  have  not  visited  Brandon,  the  county  seat  of 
Rankin  Co.,  to  check  Benjamin's  land  transactions,  but  certain 
lawsuits  Involving  his  estate  in  Hinds  Co,  Chancery  Court  show 
that  he  died  possessed  of  some  6I8  acres  of  land  in  Rankin  Co. 
(No.  224,  Crlsler  et  al.  v.  Henry  T.  Fortner  et  al.,  and  No. 
514,  Dortch  V,  Anna  Gibbs  et  al,). 

For  many  years,  Benjamin  and  his  heirs  operated  "Fortner's 
Ferry"  across  the  Pearl  River  between  his  lands  on  the  east 
and  west  banks,  and  the  road  leading  from  Terry  to  this  river 
crossing  was  known  as  the  "Fortner's  Perry  Road", 

The  area  on  Pearl  River  into  which  Benjamin  moved  was 
very  fertile.  Cotton  was  the  principal  crop  before  the  Civil 
War  and  for  some  years  thereafter.  Eventually,  the  area  be- 
came a great  "truck  garden"  which  supplied  New  Orleans  with 
fruit  and  vegetables. 

Our  research  had  led  to  the  conclusion  that  Lot  10  In 
Sec.  12,  T 3 N,  R 1 W became  the  site  of  Benjamin  and  Ellen's 
new  home,  and  that  it  was  begun  between  1852  (when  Lot  10  was 
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acquired)  and  I856  (when  he  bought  the  1,000  acres  from  Mr, 
Catching),  This  beautiful  structure,  which  still  stsuids  today, 
was  named  "Pleasant  Retreat”.  Their  old  home  In  the  Sprlng- 
rldge  area  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but  we  do  not  know  whether 
this  was  before  or  after  the  family  moved  to  Pleasant  Retreat, 

Pleasant  Retreat  was  a large  two-story  house  with  a center 
hall  that  ran  through  the  house.  There  were  porches  upstairs 
and  doim,  supported  by  square  columns.  The  eight  rooms  all 
measured  20  ft,  by  20  ft.,  and  each  had  a wood  burning  fire- 
place. When  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Brlster  bought  the  plantation  in 
1938,  they  found  It  In  very  bad  condition.  Hay  had  been  stored 
In  the  back  of  the  house,  and  the  upstairs  porch  across  the 
front  had  sagged  beyond  repair.  They  removed  it  and  extended 
the  columns  all  the  way  up  to  the  roof.  Unfortunately,  the 
house  was  renovated  instead  of  restored,  so  that  much  of  its 
simple  beauty  was  destroyed.  The  fireplaces  were  removed,  ex- 
cept for  one  in  the  parlor,  and  some  of  the  floors  were  cov- 
ered with  new  wood.  The  outside  kitchen  was  torn  down  and  a 
new  kitchen  was  added  to  the  house. 

A number  of  years  ago,  Mr,  and  Mrs,  G,  W.  Wynn  and  their 
daughter  and  son-in-law,  the  Brantleys,  acquired  the  place  and 
now  reside  there.  They  have  done  some  extensive  restoration, 
and  have  landscaped  the  yard.  The  trees  are  beautiful,  and  in 
the  Spring  the  yard  is  in  bloom  with  hundreds  of  those  lovely 
little  yellow  daffodils  that  grow  so  profusely  in  Mississippi. 
Their  antiques  are  handsome  and  blend  graciously  into  the  old 
home.  It  Is  a serene  and  comfortable  place  now,  and  we  feel 
suT~e  that  Benjamin  and  Ellen  would  be  very  happy  knowing  that 
It  is  so  loved  and  cared  for. 

Life  at  Pleasant  Retreat  prior  to  the  Civil  War  must  have 
been  most  satisfying  and  rewarding.  Those  few  years  were  the 
glorious  time  when  "everything  was  coming  up  roses".  Children 
had  made  their  appearances  from  time  to  time  until  Benjamin 
and  Ellen  had  a lively  family  of  twelve.  Their  children  were 
all  educated.  Some  probably  attended  the  academy  at  Sprlng- 
rldge,  while  others  were  taught  at  home  by  a tutor.  When  the 
war  began,  a young  man  from  Vermont  was  living  in  the  home  and 
teaching  some  of  the  children. 

For  many,  many  years,  there  has  been  a "Head's  Drug  Store" 
at  Terry,  Miss,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Head  were  quite  elderly  when  we 
met  them  at  Terry  in  1939.  They  knew  all  the  Fortners,  and 
were  able  to  tell  us  about  the  exciting  life  Benjamin  and  Ellen' 
boys  had  enjoyed  before  the  war,  and  about  the  sad  times  that 
followed.  The  boys  lived  a fast  life  and  liked  nothing  better 
than  hunting,  fishing  and  dashing  around  the  county  on  their 
beautiful  horses.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Head  also  knew  Turner  and  Sal- 
ly Fortner's  boys,  and  were  particularly  fond  of  Marvin,  who 
helped  them  at  the  drug  store.  The  Heads  have  long  since  been 
deceased,  but  their  son  still  opens  the  store  each  day.  When 
you  enter  the  drug  store  It  Is  like  a trip  Into  the  past.  The 
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shelves  are  full  of  many  patent  medicines  with  old  display 
items  and  signs.  Many  years  ago  the  Heads  sold  tokens  that 
could  be  redeemed  for  soft  drinks.  A trip  to  Head*s  Drug 
Store  Is  an  education.  At  one  time,  they  were  in  business 
with  Dr,  Noel  Catchlngs,  He  was  the  Fortners*  family  doctor 
as  well  as  a relative,  and  he  delivered  many  of  Sally  Fort- 
ner's babies. 

We  were  also  fortunate  on  one  of  our  trips  In  meeting 
Julia  Claiborne,  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  old  Fortner  slaves, 
Sophie  Foster.  This  Is  what  she  wrote  to  us  In  19^0; 

"The  story  as  it  was  told  to  me  by  my  mother 
Sophie  Foster.  The  first  owners  of  the  Fort- 
ner place  was  Ben  Fortner  Sr,  his  wife  Ellen 
the  father  and  mother  of  eight  children  6 boys 
2 girls  Ben  Jr.  Arthor.  Rube.  Tom.  Turner. 

John,  boys  Mary  and  Ellen,  (note:  Julia  omit- 
ted the  names  of  four  children)  They  had  5 
house  women  Sholet  cook,  Sophie  haus  girl. 

Moriah  waited  on  table,  Millie  and  Loucindie 
nursed  and  did  the  mending.  Uncle  Edmon  and 
his  wife  washed  and  Ironed  looked  after  the 
dairy  and  carried  milk  and  Butter  to  Vicks- 
burg twice  a week  bringing  back  over  one  hund- 
red dollars  each  trip.  My  grandma  Lida  would 
spin  and  work  In  the  weave  room  making  cloth 
for  every  plantation  near  by  at  night  all  the 
women  would  sit  until  10  oclock  knitting  sockes 
and  stockings  for  the  farm  hands, 

I tell  you  they  were  big  shots  all  of  the  old 
ones  are  dead  now.  My  mother  Sophie  lived  long- 
er than  any  one  of  them  she  died  in  1937  at  age 
of  103  years  old.  Copied  by  Julia  Claiborne." 

Then  the  fateful  day  of  April  14,  1861  arrived,  and  from 
that  day  on  the  lives  of  the  members  of  this  family  were  al- 
tered. The  fun  and  frolic  which  had  prevailed  at  Pleasant 
Retreat  were  replaced  shortly  by  sad,  bleak  and  destitute  days. 
The  four  older  boys,  one  by  one,  left  for  service  in  the  Con- 
federate Army.  They  were  excellent  horsemen  as  well  as  gun- 
men, and  most  of  them  Joined  Cavalry  units.  With  increasing 
activity  at  Vicksburg  and  penetration  of  the  area  by  the  Fed- 
eral troops.  Pleasant  Retreat  became  more  and  more  vulnerable 
to  attack.  "During  the  Civil  War  the  hotel  at  Terry  was  turned 
into  a hospital  where  wounded  soldiers  were  cared  for.  Col. 
Mount  acting  as  manager  of  this  work  with  Dr,  T,  H,  Jones  and 
Dr,  Frazier  serving  as  siirgeons  in  charge.  The  patriotic  wom- 
en of  the  town  lent  all  needed  assistance.  After  funds  were 
exhausted  for  the  maintenance  of  the  hospital  the  suffering 
soldiers  were  taken  into  private  homes  and  administered  toi' 
(History  of  Terry,  Mississippi,  supra.)  No  doubt  Ellen  and 
the  older  girls  helped  in  this  and  other  patriotic  causes. 
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The  river  crossing  at  Fortner's  Ferry  was  an  Important 
one,  Benjamin  became  alarmed  over  the  safety  of  his  wife  and 
children,  and  attempted  to  take  them  to  a safer  place.  Prob- 
ably he  was  going  to  some  of  the  family  In  Louisiana,  thinking 
that  the  western  area  would  be  less  apt  to  be  attacked.  Wherev- 
er his  road  to  safety  led,  he  met  with  disaster.  A few  days 
after  leaving  home,  his  beautiful  daughter,  Mary  Ellen,  who  had 
recently  turned  20,  took  diphtheria  and  died,  Benjamin  packed 
her  body  In  cinders  and  they  returned  to  the  small  cemetery  at 
Pleasant  Retreat  for  her  Interment,  The  Bible  records  Mary  El- 
len's death  on  30  July  1864,  This  was  their  second  loss  of  a 
daughter,  for  on  5 Mar,  1863  the  baby  of  the  family,  Jennie, 
had  died,  Ellen  could  not  bear  to  have  her  baby's  body  com- 
mitted to  the  soli,  so  Benjamin  had  the  little  one  interred  in 
a brick  vault.  The  crumbled  remains  of  that  brick  vault  were 
found  when  we  first  visited  there  in  1939.  They  selected  a 
beautiful,  serene  location  across  Fortner's  Ferry  Road  for  their 
burial  plot.  It  was  away  from  the  house  but  visible  from  the 
porch.  Those  who  were  buried  there  are;  Lida  Jennie  Fortner, 
Mary  Ellen  Fortner,  Martha  Cazbah  (wife  of  Thomas  Fortner),  Ben- 
jamin Fortner,  Sr,,  Tassle  Fortner,  two  Glllls  babies,  and 
perhaps  others , 

In  1938  a few  markers  remained,  along  with  the  bricks 
from  the  vault.  Mr,  Brister  promised  to  fence  the  little  ceme- 
tery, but  he  did  not  do  so  and  today  nothing  remains  at  all. 

The  cemetery  Is  now  covered  over  by  a pond.  This  type  of  dese- 
cration of  old  family  cemeteries  Is  occurring  all  over  our 
country,  and  Is  another  reason  why  we  should  preserve  the  rec- 
ords which  we  have  for  posterity. 

The  effects  of  those  terrible  war  years  are  all  too  fami- 
liar to  us.  With  four  sons  away  In  service,  Benjamin  and  Ellen 
must  have  had  many  anxious  moments  awaiting  news  from  them. 

While  no  one  was  lost,  Ben,  Jr.  was  wounded  at  Fredericksburg, 
Va,;  Arthur  sustained  a severe  Injury  to  a foot  In  a railroad 
accident,  and  Turner  became  seriously  111  In  Va,  and  was  dis- 
charged and  sent  .home  to  recover.  The  Emancipation  Proclamation 
came  along,  freeing  the  slaves.  While  no  actual  count  was  found 
Benjamin's  Investment  In  slaves  must  have  been  substantial.  Con 
federate  paper  money  became  worthless,  and  Inflation  ran  high. 

There  was  some  momentary  happiness  during  those  years. 
Arthur  married  Harriet  Eagan  In  Jan,  1863,  and  Benjamin,  Jr, 
married  Emma  Jones  in  I865,  Just  a short  time  before  the  war 
was  over,  Henry  Turner  Fortner  also  Joined  the  married  ranks 
In  Aug. 186 5,  when  he  took  for  his  wife  the  saucy,  peppery  Sar- 
ah Angelina  (Sally)  Catchings. 

With  the  war  over,  the  hard  years  were  really  ahead.  Per- 
haps It  Is  Just  as  well  that  they  did  not  know  how  difficult 
the  future  would  be.  With  his  slaves  and  his  money  all  gone, 
Benjamin  once  again  turned  to  planting.  He  was  forced  to  de- 
pend upon  his  Inexperienced  sons  for  field  help,  along  with 
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a few  loyal  Negroes  who  remained  on  the  place.  These  he  hired 
or  shared  the  crops  with,  Benjamin  had  lots  of  land,  but  that 
was  a commodity  no  one  wanted,  or  had  money  to  buy.  The  rec- 
ords show  that  he  borrowed  money  for  crop  seed  from  Mr,  John 
Lane  in  New  Orleans,  and  the  family  msuiaged  to  one  way  or  an- 
other keep  their  stomachs  full  and  their  heads  above  water, 
Benjamin’s  sons  simply  were  not  trained  for  this  type  of  work, 
and  along  with  others  found  It  a very  difficult  way  to  make 
their  living. 

In  our  attempt  to  put  together  some  of  the  story  of  life 
at  Pleasant  Retreat  during  the  so-called  "Reconstruction”  and 
until  the  ultimate  loss  of  the  plantation  occurred,  we  shall 
Include  parts  of  the  Information  developed  concerning  events 
directly  Involving  Pleasant  Retreat  In  the  lives  of  Benjamin 
and  Ellen’s  sons  and  daughters,  nine  of  whom  were  living  In 
1865,  Detailed  accounts  of  each  child’s  activities  to  the  ex- 
tent known  to  us  at  this  time  (Including  stories  handed  down 
through  the  years),  will  be  found  under  their  respective  sep- 
arate headings. 

Henry  Turner  Fortner  apparently  was  the  only  son  who  pur- 
chased land  In  the  vicinity  and  built  his  home  there.  In  Apr. 
1868,  he  and  Sally  bought  I30  acres  from  Benjamin,  located  on- 
ly a short  distance  westerly  from  Pleasant  Retreat,  There, 
Turner  and  Sally  built  a house  where  they  lived  and  farmed  lui- 
tll  some  10  years  after  Pleasant  Retreat  Itself  was  lost.  It 
appears  that  the  other  children  continued  to  reside  at  Pleas- 
ant Retreat  after  the  War,  joining  In  the  struggle  to  hold  the 
plantation  together. 

One  of  Benjamin’s  financial  problems  after  the  Civil  War 
was  the  last  mortgage  note  for  $2,268,00  due  Augustus  Catch- 
ing on  the  1,000  acres  purchased  in  1856.  This  note  was  six 
years  overdue  and  Benjamin  was  "very  much  pressed",  according 
to  Mr,  Catching,  when  the  latter  accepted  a new  note  for  the 
greatly  reduced  stun  of  $43^.16  dated  5 Apr.  186?,  (The  sub- 
stituted note  remained  unpaid  at  Benjamin’s  death,  and  was 
eventually  reduced  to  judgment  against  his  estate.) 

Benjamin  mortgaged  more  and  more  of  the  land,  and  man- 
aged to  sell  some,  but  the  odds  were  against  him  and  he  was 
unable  to  pay  his  way  out  of  debt.  Ellen’s  eyesight  gradual- 
ly beff:an  to  fall.  For  some  reason,  he  and  Ellen  went  to  Co- 
piah Co,  In  1871,  and  while  there  Benjamin  died.  It  must  have 
been  sudden,  for  just  a few  days  before  he  had  borrowed  money 
to  make  another  crop.  Benjamin’s  body  was  taken  back  to 
Pleasant  Retreat  and  Interred  In  the  little  cemetery. 

After  Benjamin’s  death  In  1871,  his  sons  were  directly 
confronted  with  the  financial  pllicht  of  his  estate.  Henry 
Turner  Fortner  and  John  Lane  Fortner  were  named  as  administra- 
tors, Everything  except  the  home  place  and  a total  of  about 
300  nearby  acres  had  been  mortgaged,  and  the  outstanding  debts 


-19- 


were  large  (for  those  tl-nes,  at  least),  with  creditors  pressing 
for  payment. 

Two  lawsuits  filed  In  1873  and  1874  Involving  the  estate 
show  that  Benjamin  died  possessed  of  about  620  acres  of  land 
In  Hinds  Co.  "composing  one  tract",  mostly  in  Secs.  11,  12  and 

13,  T 3 N,  R 1 W,  and  about  6l8  acres  In  the  adjoining  Ranlcln 
Co.  Ellen,  as  surviving  widow,  was  allotted  for  her  dower  a 
total  of  some  250  acres  In  Hinds  Co.,  Including  Pleasant  Re- 
treat (Nos.  176,  Chancery  Court,  Hinds  Co.,  filed  7 Mar.  1873, 
Augustus  Catching  v.  H.  T.  and  J.  L.  Fortner,  Administrators, 
et  al.,  and  224,  filed  25  Mar.  1874,  Crisler  et  al.  v.  H.  T. 
and  J.  L.  Fortner,  Administrators,  et  al.K  The  petitions  in 
those  cases  stated  that  the  administrators  had  made  some  pro- 
gress In  paying  off  the  debts  by  selling  lands  in  Hinds  Co. 

By  1873,  however.  It  appears  that  the  sons  were  disagreeing 
over  what  and  how  things  should  be  done,  and  It  Is  said  that 
they  were  also  beset  by  a series  of  crop  failures.  The  1873 
lawsuit  reflected  some  evidence  of  disagreement,  in  that  It 
called  for  service  of  process  to  be  made  on  Ruben  D.  and  Thom- 
as Square  Fortner  at  Jena,  Catahoula  Ph. , La.  It  also  called 
for  service  on  Susan  G.  (Fortner)  Catchings,  wife  of  William 
Catchlngs,  in  Copiah  Co,  Another  son,  Richard  W.,  died  In 
Mar.  1874  (Bible),  and  was  not  listed  as  a defendant  In  the 
second  lawsuit  filed  on  25  Mar.  1874. 

We  are  told  that  Ben,  Jr.  decided  to  go  off  to  college 
to  study  law,  and  his  wife,  Emma,  went  to  live  with  the  Tur- 
ner Fortners.  On  one  of  his  holidays,  Ben,  Jr.  brought  home 
a good  friend,  H.  B.  Glllis.  It  Is  believed  that  they  were 
attending  Jefferson  College,  near  Natchez.  Mr.  Glllis  met 
Martha  Laura  Fortner,  who  was  living  at  Pleasant  Retreat. 

They  fell  in  love  and  were  married,  and  lived  at  Pleasant  Re- 
treat for  several  years.  Their  son,  Wharton  Glllis,  was  born 
there  In  late  1875,  They  also  lost  two  young  children  while 
living  at  Pleasant  Retreat,  who  were  buried  In  the  family 
cemetery.  The  Glllis  family  later  moved  to  Norfield,  Miss. 

In  1876,  Henry  Turner  and  John  Lane  Fortner  were  dis- 
charged as  administrators  of  Benjamin's  estate,  and  Joseph  H, 
Morris  was  named  administrator  by  the  court.  The  situation, 
however,  did  not  Improve,  and  creditors  were  continually  press- 
ing their  claims. 

By  1879,  the  estate's  lands  In  Hinds  Co.  totaled  only 
299  acres.  Including  the  house  and  Lots  Nos.  7 and  9 through 

14.  Sec.  12,  T 3 N,  R 1 W.  Taxes  for  the  fiscal  year  1879 
totaled  only  |19.38,  Just  which  of  the  sons  were  then  living 
with  Ellen  at  Pleasant  Retreat  and  farming  the  299  acres  Is 
not  clear,  but  we  do  know  that  Henry  Turner  Fortner  was  then 
living  and  farming  on  his  own  lands.  In  any  event,  those  tax- 
es were  not  paid  by  the  estate,  and  Pleasant  Retreat,  with  the 
299  acres,  was  sold  to  the  State  of  Mississippi  on  1 Mar,  1880 
for  delinquent  taxes.  The  estate  had  a period  of  one  year 
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within  which  to  redeem  the  property  from  the  State,  but  such 
action  was  not  taken.  Assessing  the  blame  now  for  losing  a 
valuable  estate  for  s®  little  money  could  create  possible  111 
feelings  among  present  descendants  of  Benjamin  and  Ellen,  and 
It  Is  not  our  purpose  to  do  so. 

Mr,  R,  E.  Dortch  appears  to  have  watched  the  situation 
closely,  and,  when  the  Fortner  estate  failed  to  redeem  the  prop- 
erty timely,  he  made  his  move  immediately  and  on  2 Mar.  1881 
bought  Pleasant  Retreat  and  the  299  acres  of  land  from  the 
State  of  Mississippi  for  $^5»59l  As  shown  In  No.  5l4,  filed 
on  2 Feb.  1883  in  Chancery  Court,  Hinds  Co.,  entitled  "R,  E. 
Dortch  V.  Anna  Gibbs  et  al,",  Mr.  Dortch  sought  to  clear  his 
title  to  the  299  acres  with  Improvements,  as  against  claims  of 
the  Gibbs  family  to  a portion  thereof  and  against  Ellen  (Mullen) 
Fortner  and  her  surviving  children.  It  is  noted  that  the  peti- 
tion called  for  service  of  process  upon  Laura  Glllls  at  Nlb- 
lett's  Landing,  Bolivar  Co.,  Miss,,  and  upon  Ruben  D,  and  T.  S. 
Fortner  at  Jena,  Catahoula  Ph.,  La, 

In  addition  to  showing  the  tax  sale  and  his  deed  from  the 
State,  Mr,  Dortch  recited  how  he  had  filed  an  action  of  eject- 
ment from  the  299  acres  in  the  Hinds  Co,  Circuit  Ct,  against 
Ellen,  Benjamin,  Jr.,  Ruben  D,  and  Thomas  S.  Fortner,  In  which 
he  had  recovered  a judgment  of  eviction  against  them  on  8 Jan. 
1882,  "and  was  thereafter  by  appropriate  process  Issued  on 
said  judgment  placed  In  possession  of  the  same". 

Judgment  In  favor  of  R.  E,  Dortch  and  against  all  defend- 
ants (the  Gibbs  and  the  Fortners)  was  rendered  In  the  Chan- 
cery Ct.  on  1 Nov,  1884,  recognizing  Dortch's  paramount  claim 
to  Pleasant  Retreat  and  the  299  acres.  The  Gibbs  family  ap- 
pealed to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Miss,,  and  on  7 July  1885  that 
Court  affirmed  the  Chancery  Court's  decision,  and  the  long 
legal  battle  ended.  Thus,  Pleasant  Retreat  passed  from  the 
hands  of  the  Fortner  family,  A hasty  check  of  the  records  at 
Jackson  revealed  that  the  property  passed  through  numerous 
hands  before  being  acquired  by  its  present  owners,  the  Wynns 
and  the  Brantleys  (see  pg.  l6). 

Following  her  eviction  from  Pleasant  Retreat  In  1882,  El- 
len Fortner  went  to  live  with  Henry  Turner  and  Sally  Fortner 
at  their  nearby  home,  which  became  the  gathering  place  for  the 
family.  Mrs.  Ellle  Jennings  recalled  stories  about  those  days, 
when  It  appears  not  to  have  been  unusual  to  serve  from  18  to 
25  people  at  each  meal. 

The  records  In  the  courthouse  at  Jackson  did  not  reveal 
what  happened  to  the  6I8  acres  of  land  which  Benjamin  Fortner 
owned  at  his  death  In  Rankin  Co.,  and,  as  stated  above  (pg.  I5) 
we  have  not  visited  the  courthouse  at  Brandon,  Miss.  In  order 
to  develop  that  Information.  Our  main  interest,  of  course, 
has  been  centered  around  "Pleasant  Retreat",  which  was  the 
"heart"  of  our  family  for  so  many  years.  Today,  only  that 
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sturdy  and  abiding  structure  remains  as  a monument  to  Benjam- 
in and  Ellen  (Mullen)  Fortner  and  their  twelve  children:  Ar- 
thur Arrington;  Henry  Turner;  Benjamin  Franklin,  Jr,;  John 
Newton;  Martha  Laura;  Mary  Ellen;  Thomas  Square;  John  Lane; 

Ruben  Drake;  Richard  Watson;  Susan  G.,  and  Lida  Jennie  Fort- 
ner, 

ARTHUR  ARRINGTON  FORTNER 

Arthur  Arrington  Fortner,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Ellen  (Mul- 
len) Fortner,  was  born  4 Feb.  I836  in  Hinds  Co.,  Miss.  He 
married  on  8 Jan.  I863,  Harriet  Eagan  (Copiah  Co.,  Miss.  Mar. 
Rec,  Bk.  D,  pg.  290).  He  was  a farmer.  Arthur  served  in  the 
Civil  War.  He  enlisted  as  a Private  in  Co.  K,  33rd  Regt.  of 
Miss,  Inf.  on  3 Mar.  1862,  at  Raymond,  Miss.  In  June  1862, 
his  foot  was  badly  injured  in  a railroad  accident,  and  he  was 
sent  home  to  recuperate.  A letter  from  Capt,  G.  W.  West  states 
that  Arthur  was  unfit  for  further  duty  because  of  his  injury, 
and  describes  him  as  being  5*  10^"  high,  fair  complexion,  blue 
eyes  and  black  hair.  Arthur  and  Harriet  had  two  children: 

I.  Given  Fortner,  son  of  Arthur  A,  and  Harriet  (Eagan j 
Fortner,  was  age  12  in  1880  census.  As  a young  man,  he  visi- 
ted his  uncle,  Douglas  Fortner,  in  Jackson,  Miss.  No  further 
record. 

II,  Suzie  Fortner,  daughter  of  Arthur  A,  and  Harriet  (Ea- 
gan) Fortner,  was  age  10  in  1880  census.  She  married  a Mr, 
Scott.  No  record  of  her  heirs, 

HENRY  TURNER  FORTNER 

Henry  Turner  Fortner,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Ellen  (Mullen) 
Fortner,  was  born  11  Oct,  1837  iu  Hinds  Co.,  Miss,,  and  died 
10  Jan.  1924  at  Gulfport,  Miss.  He  married  Sarah  Angelina 
Catchlngs  on  30  Aug,  I865  (Copiah  Co,,  Miss,  Mar,  Rec,  Bk,  D, 
pg.  476).  Sarah  (called  "Sally")  was  born  4 Sept.  1845  and 
died  10  Jan.  1935  at  Gulfport,  Miss.  (By  a coincidence.  Turn- 
er and  Sally  Fortner  both  died  on  10  Jan. ) They  are  burled  in 
the  Gulfport  City  Cemetery, 

Turner  Fortner  served  during  the  Civil  War  as  a Private  in 
Co.  A,  12th  Regt,  of  Miss,  Inf.,  and  was  sent  to  Virginia.  Co. 

A was  known  as  the  Charlie  Clark  Rifles.  He  became  very  ill 
while  in  Virginia,  and  was  discharged  in  Sept,  I86I.  After  a 
period  of  convalescence  in  Miss,,  he  enlisted  again,  but  was 
forced  to  return  home  because  of  a recurrent  illness,  from  which 
it  is  said  that  he  never  fully  recovered. 

The  young  lady  whom  Turner  Fortner  married  on  30  Aug,  I865, 
Sally  Catchlngs,  deserves  some  separate  attention  in  this  ac- 
count of  the  Fortner  family.  Sally  was  the  "apple  of  her  fath- 
er's eye".  She  had  been  "college  educated"  as  tradition  states 
or  at  least  "well  finished",  and  during  the  war  she  taught 
school  for  the  Catchlngs  family  children  at  Georgetown,  Miss. 
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She  loved  astronomy  and  passed  this  Interest  along  to  her  grand- 
children. She  Is  described  as  a petite,  headstrong,  determined 
young  lady,  and  showed  the  latter  qualities  on  her  first  day  at 
public  school.  Her  father  took  her  to  school,  saw  that  she  was 
properly  enrolled,  and  told  her  to  return  with  the  older  child- 
ren when  school  was  out.  She  did  not  return  home  with  them, 
and  he  went  to  see  what  had  happened.  He  found  her  sitting 
stiffly  at  her  desk.  Sally,  It  seems,  had  spilled  a bottle  of 
Ink  and  refused  to  clean  It  up.  The  teacher  told  her  to  clean 
It  lip  or  write,  "I  will  mind  my  teacher"  a hundred  times,  and 
to  stay  In  school  until  she  did.  Sally  had  no  Intention  of  do- 
ing either,  so  she  sat!  Well,  that  was  the  beginning  and  the 
end  of  her  public  school  education.  She  continued  to  have  a 
tutor  until  ready  for  boarding  school. 

As  wedding  presents,  Sally's  parents  gave  her  $600,00  and 
two  slaves.  Uncle  Thad  and  Axmt  Charlotte,  Of  course,  they  were 
freed,  but  they  remained  with  her  for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 
Some  three  years  after  their  marriage.  Turner  and  Sally  bought 
130  acres  of  land  from  Benjamin  Fortner,  using  In  payment  her 
wedding  gift  of  the  $600,00,  and  built  their  first  home.  The 
site  was  In  Sec.  14,  T 3 N,  R 1 W,  south  of  the  Fortner's  Ferry 
Road  and  north  of  Rhodes  Creek,  being  only  a short  distance 
westerly  from  Pleasant  Retreat,  the  home  of  his  parents.  (For 
a description  of  Pleasant  Retreat,  see  pg.  15-I6,) 

Turner's  and  Sally's  house  has  been  described  as  rough 
finished  and  made  from  logs  and  rough  timbers,  with  plaster  in 
between.  It  had  a center  porch  which  was  open  at  each  end, 
and  is  sometimes  called  a "dog  trot".  On  the  left  was  the  par- 
lor and  behind  this  there  were  two  bedrooms.  Across  the  hall 
or  porch  there  were  two  more  bedrooms  from  which  a covered 
walkway  led  to  the  huge  kitchen.  Behind  the  kitchen  was  a 
wood  shed,  a covered  well,  a smokehouse  and  the  necessary  house. 
On  farther  were  the  hen  house,  milk  shed  and  barn.  The  back 
bedroom  had  originally  been  the  dining  room.  Each  room  had  a 
fireplace,  but  the  kitchen  had  a tremendous  one  that  was  also 
used  for  cooking,  in  addition  to  a black  iron  range.  Meals 
were  usually  served  In  the  kitchen.  As  help  became  more  and 
more  scarce,  this  seemed  more  convenient  and  with  so  much  com- 
pany, they  needed  more  sleeping  space.  Mrs.  Ellle  Jennings 
recalled  her  life  In  this  house  as  a very  young  girl.  Includ- 
ing how  they  took  care  of  her  blind  grandmother,  Ellen  (Mullen) 
Fortner,  and  the  large  family  groups  which  gathered  there  from 
time  to  time. 

Turner  and  Sally  began  to  raise  a family,  the  first  of  ten 
children  being  born  In  Dec.  1866,  and  the  last  one  arriving  In 
Jan.  1888.  All  were  bom  In  their  first  home  near  Pleasant  Re- 
treat. There  must  have  been  many  stories  that  could  be  told 
about  the  children's  activities  (not  to  mention  pranks)  In  those 
days.  We  shall  Include  the  following  one,  however,  as  an  exam- 
ple of  how  to  Invent  a "game".  It  seems  that  Tipner  and  Sally 
were  going  Into  the  Town  of  Terry  one  day,  and  left  their  teen- 
aged  eldest  daughter,  Rosa,  in  charge.  Rosa,  as  the  story  goes. 
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was  not  very  strict  and  did  not  particularly  like  nursing,  so 
she  left  her  wards  to  entertain  themselves,  and  they  did!  The 
children  all  gathered  In  the  kitchen  and  had  a ”ball  game”,  us- 
ing an  old  hen  as  the  plaything.  A ladder  rested  against  the 
chimney.  One  of  the  boys  would  climb  the  ladder  with  the  hen 
and  drop  the  poor  thing  down  the  chimney.  The  children  In  the 
kitchen  would  chase  her  around  and  catch  herj  then  give  her  to 
the  boy  on  the  ladder  and  down  she  would  go  again,  Sally  Fort- 
ner arrived  home  amidst  all  the  glee  and  rushed  Into  the  kitch- 
en to  see  what  was  going  on.  She  took  one  look  at  her  kitchen 
and  her  children,  both  covered  with  soot,  and  then  the  feathers 
really  began  to  fly.  They  were  not  chicken  feathers,  either! 

Turner  farmed.  Increasing  their  holdings  to  about  188  ac- 
res, but  was  also  a bookkeeper  for  the  warehouse  In  Terry. 

He  had  a beautiful  fruit  orchard,  but  his  real  money  crop  In 
later  years  was  tomatoes.  These  were  almost  vine  ripened,  then 
picked  by  hand,  packed  Into  boxes  and  hauled  Into  Terry  by  wag- 
on. From  there,  they  were  shipped  to  New  Orleans,  Turner  had 
never  fully  recovered  his  health  after  the  War,  and  the  strug- 
gle to  maintain  the  farm  just  became  too  great.  The  experiences 
he  went  through  after  his  father’s  death  In  1871  and  until  the 
loss  of  Pleasant  Retreat  In  1882  must  also  have  taken  their 
toll  on  Turner’s  health  (see  pg,  19-21),  Finally,  on  14  Dec, 
1892  he  sold  his  place  to  Mr.  W,  J,  Davis  and  subsequently 
moved  his  family  into  Terry,  About  1900,  Tirrner’s  and  Sally’s 
home  in  Terry  burned.  They  saved  some  of  the  furniture,  but 
Mrs.  Ellie  Jennings  says  that  boxes  of  quilts,  dishes,  silver 
and  pictures  were  stolen  from  the  yard  during  the  excitement. 

Following  the  1900  fire  at  Terry,  Turner  Fortner  moved 
his  family  to  Crystal  Springs,  Miss.,  and  then  on  to  Gulfport. 

He  and  Sally  lived  with  their  daughter,  Sarah  (Sadie)  after  her 
marriage  to  John  J,  Pulliam,  at  Gulfport. 

The  departure  of  Turner  Fortner’s  family  from  Terry  was 
final,  and  none  of  them  ever  returned  to  live  there.  Some  time 
after  the  1900  fire  at  Terry,  another  fire  destroyed  their  first 
home  near  Pleasant  Retreat,  which  they  had  sold  to  Mr.  Davis 
In  1892,  Apparently,  Terry  and  Its  surroiuadlng  countryside  be- 
came only  sad  memories  to  all  the  members  of  this  family. 

It  Is  said  that,  after  Turner  moved  his  family  to  Gulf- 
port, his  brother,  Ruben  Drake  Fortner,  came  to  see  him  and  ten- 
dered him  about  $8.00  as  Turner’s  share  of  what  had  been  left 
of  Benjamin  Fortner’s  estate.  Turner  refused  to  accept  the  mon- 
ey, saying,  "If  that  Is  all  of  my  Inheritance  from  my  father’s 
estate,  then  you  can  just  keep  It", 

Turner  Fortner  spent  most  of  his  later  years  at  Gulfport 
gardening,  and  always  produced  beautiful  vegetables  and  fruits, 
Sally  In  her  later  life  liked  to  write  poetry.  One  poem  was 
about  the  beautiful  roses  In  a neighbor’s  garden.  She  sent  him 
the  poem,  and  he  sent  her  a dozen  roses  and  had  the  poem  pub- 
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11 shed  In  the  local  newspaper! 


Turner  and  Sally  (Catchlngs)  Fortner  had  ten  children: 
Sedley;  Noel  C,;  Douglas;  Rosa  Love;  Tassle;  Turner  Marvin; 

Sarah  Eiigenla;  Livingston;  Ellie  Louise,  and  Isaac, 

I,  Sedley  Fortner,  son  of  Henry  Turner  and  Sarah  (Catch- 
ings)  Fortner,  was  born  5 Dec.  1866  and  died  1 Mar,  1897.  He 
did  not  marry,  Sedley  was  working  in  a store  at  Greenville, 

Miss.  While  showing  a gun  to  a customer,  it  was  accidentally 
discharged  by  the  other  man,  and  Sedley  was  killed.  He  is  bur- 
ied in  the  old  Town  cemetery  at  Terry,  Miss, 

II,  Noel  C,  Fortner,  son  of  Henry  Turner  and  Sarah  (Catch- 
lngs) Fortner,  was  born  30  Dec.  1868  and  died  2 Jan,  1891,  He 

did  not  marry,  and  is  burled  in  the  old  Town  cemetery  at  Terry, 

Miss, 

III,  Douglas  Fortner,  son  of  Henry  Turner  and  Sarah  (Catch- 
lngs) Fortner,  was  born  31  Jan,  1871  and  died  10  Mar,  1933  at 

Tallulah,  La,,  where  he  was  a planter.  He  previously  lived  at 

Utica,  Miss.,  and  at  Jackson,  Miss,,  moving  to  Louisiana  about 
1924,  DoTjglas  first  married  Josey  Hueston.  He  had  one  child 

by  this  marriage,  Hueston  Turner  Fortner, 

1.  Hueston  Turner  Fortner  was  born  l4  May  1901  at  Avon, 
Washington  Co.,  Miss,  He  died  in  Jan,  1970  at  Gulfport,  Miss. 

He  married  on  5 June  1925  Martha  Lee  (Mattllee)  Gilmore.  She 
was  born  13  July  1904,  the  da\ighter  of  Eliza  Bell  Edwards  and 
Robert  Edward  Lee  Gilmore,  of  Durant,  Miss,  Hueston  and  Mattl- 
lee had  three  children:  (1)  Hueston  Turner  Fortner,  Jr.,  born 
30  Sept.  1932,  married  first  Mrs.  Debrah  (Berry)  McHale.  They 
had  a son,  Hueston  Gilmore  Fortner,  born  1 Nov,  1959.  He  sec- 
ond married  18  Apr,  I965  Nancy  Cennette  Griffin.  Their  daugh- 
ter, Samantha  Kay  Fortner,  was  born  27  Mar,  1972.  They  live 

In  Johnson  City,  Tenn,  (2)  Judy  Fortner,  married  21  June  1958 
Dr,  Raymond  Eugene  Croasdale,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs,  R.  A.  Croas- 
dale,  of  Stevensvllle,  Mich.  They  have  three  children:  Martha 
Jane  Croasdale,  born  18  July  I96O;  Myrle  Elaine  Croasdale,  born 
21  Aug.  1962,  and  Christopher  Raymond  Croasdale,  born  8 Dec, 

1963,  Dr.  Croasdale  practices  medicine  In  his  home  town.  (3) 
Jane  Fortner  - a twin  to  Judy,  She  married  21  June  I969  Robert 
Merrill  Ronnlngen,  They  live  In  Kalaimazoo,  Mich,,  where  he  la 
In  the  plastics  bijsiness.  Their  son,  Nicholal  Robertson  Ron- 
ningen,  was  born  9 June  1971.  Judy  and  Jane  Fortner  both  were 
graduated  from  Mississippi  Southern  at  Hattiesburg. 

Douglas  Fortner,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Ellen,  married  a sec- 
ond time  3 Nov.  1904  to  Flora  Elizabeth  Berryhlll  (Hinds  Co, 

Mar.  Rec.  Bk.  8,  pg,  82).  Flora  (Berryhlll)  Fortner  died  12  Nov, 
1947  at  Tallulah,  La,  There  were  two  children  by  this  marriage: 

2.  Henry  Douglas  Fortner  was  born  13  June  I906  at  Utica, 
Miss.,  and  died  11  Dec.  1954  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.  Mrs.  Hendrick, 
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of  Jackson,  Miss,,  says  she  taught  him  In  the  Jackson  schools 
and  that  he  was  such  a bright  little  boy.  He  married  Ellen 
Cason,  of  Tallulah,  La.,  In  1925«  They  had  two  sons:  (1)  Doug- 
las Allwlth  Fortner,  born  8 Dec,  1925.  (2)  James  Cason  Fort- 

ner, born  1?  Apr,  1927,  married  Gayle  Hall  In  196?.  They  live 
In  Monroe,  La,,  where  their  son,  James  Cason  Fortner,  Jr,,  was 
born  28  Apr.  1968, 

3,  Vera  Louise  Fortner  was  born  28  Dec.  1911  at  Utica, 

Miss.  She  married  Thomas  Burk  McDuff  on  26  Mar,  1971.  They 
live  at  Wlnnsboro,  La. 

IV,  Bosa  Love  Fortner,  datighter  of  Henry  Ttirner  and  Sarah 
(Catchings)  Fortner,  was  born  31  Mar.  187^  at  Terry,  Miss, 

She  was  burled  In  California  on  6 Oct,  1969.  Hosa  was  work- 
ing In  Terry,  Miss,  when  she  met  and  married  Frank  Grantham, 

His  family  had  been  large  land  owners  before  the  Civil  War, 
and  were  still  planters.  He  brought  vegetables  Into  Terry  for 
shipment.  After  they  married,  he  helped  his  brother  In  Louisi- 
ana one  year,  and  then  went  to  work  for  a railroad.  He  fol- 
lowed this  career  the  rest  of  his  life.  They  moved  to  Cali- 
fornia with  their  eleven  children,  where  Mr.  Grantham  died. 

After  his  death,  Rosa  (Fortner)  Grantham  married  Ed.  Bell,  who 
died  8 Aug,  19^7.  Rosa’s  children  by  her  marriage  to  Frank 
Grantham  were:  Anna,  Eva  Evigenla,  John,  Josey,  Sedley,  Louise, 
James,  Robert,  Sallle,  Helen  Inez  and  Livingston  Grantham, 

1.  Anna  Grantham  was  born  31  Mar.  1895  at  Terry,  Miss, 
at  her  grandfather’s  home.  It  was  the  custom  In  those  days 
for  the  girls  to  return  to  their  home  for  confinement  and  care, 
and  Dr,  Noel  Catchings,  the  family  doctor,  was  In  attendance, 
Anna  married  Elton  E,  Carnes  on 32  Feb.  1912  In  Gulfport,  Miss, 
They  moved  to  Atascadero,  California  In  1920,  and  In  1972  cele- 
brated their  60th  anniversary.  They  were  honored  with  several 
parties.  Including  a buffet  luncheon  served  by  their  daughters, 
Mrs.  Emery  Timmerman  and  Mrs,  Glen  Peer.  In  the  evening,  Mr, 
and  Mrs,  Charles  Carnes  and  Mrs.  Felix  Rodriquez  served  a cham- 
pagne supper  for  the  honored  pair.  They  are  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  grandparents  of  27,  and  great-grandparents  of 
32.  Their  nine  children  are:  (1)  Elton  E,  Carnes,  Jr,,  born 
In  Miss,,  was  killed  In  an  automobile  accident  In  1950.  His 
widow  and  children  live  In  Buena  Park,  Calif,  (2)  Noel  W. 
Carnes,  born  27  Aug.  1921  at  Poxworth,  Miss.  He  was  a veteran 
of  World  War  II,  and  died  30  Aug,  1965  at  Woodland  Hills,  Calif. 
His  wife’s  name  was  Roberta,  and  they  had  three  children:  Stev- 
en Carnes,  Robert  Carnes  and  Laura  Carnes,  who  died  at  age  13 
after  a long  Illness.  (3)  Charles  Carnes  and  his  family  live 
In  Atascadero,  Calif.  (4)  Alan  Carnes  lives  In  Seattle,  Wash. 
(5)  Beryl  Carnes  first  married  a Mr,  Bryant,  They  had  a son, 
Howard  Bryant,  a professor  at  College  of  Albuquerque,  In  Albu- 
querque, N.  Mex.  Beryl  married  a second  time  to  Felix  Rodri- 
quez. They  live  In  Vallejo,  Calif.  (6)  Alexis  Carnes  married 
William  Morley  of  Atascadero,  Calif.  They  now  live  In  San 
Diego,  Calif.  (7)  Arleen  Carnes  married  Emery  Timmerman.  They 
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live  In  Shlngletown,  Calif,  (8)  Eugenia  Carnes  married  Glen 
Peer  of  Flddletown,  Calif,  (9)  Orah  (India)  Carnes  married 
Col,  Sandy  McKennon,  They  lived  In  Washington,  D,  C.,  but  now 
reside  In  Santa  Ana,  Calif, 

Mrs,  Anna  Grantham  Carnes  has  been  very  Interested  In  the 
preparation  of  this  record  of  the  Fortner  family,  and  has  writ- 
ten many  letters  about  them,  I am  sorry  not  to  have  all  of 
the  names  of  the  Carnes'  grandchildren, 

2,  Eva  Eugenia  Grantham  was  born  18  Nov,  1896  In  La,,  at 
her  uncle's  plantation.  She  married  James  A,  Terry  on  10  Apr, 
191^.  Mr,  Terry  Is  deceased.  Eva  lives  In  Lomlta,  Calif, 

They  had  seven  children.  Five  were  born  In  Foxworth,  Miss,  and 
two  In  Calif,:  (1)  Vernon  B,  Terry  was  born  8 Apr.  1915.  He 
had  two  sons:  Gordon  Terry,  born  27  July  1937.  and  Ronald  Den- 
nis Terry,  born  20  Nov,  1938.  (2)  Connie  A.  Terry,  born  26  Nov, 
1916.  He  Is  deceased.  He  had  seven  children:  Barbara  Irene 
Terry,  born  l4  Dec.  194?;  Patrick  A,  Terry,  born  26  Sept,  1949; 
Cynthia  D,  Terry,  born  16  Aug,  1950;  Michael  F.  Terry,  born 

26  Nov,  I95I;  Ruth  Terry,  born  24  Oct.  1954;  Theresa  Terry,  born 
6 Mar,  1956,  and  Cecelia  Terry,  born  29  Aug,  1957.  (3)  Virginia 

R,  Terry,  born  2 Sept,  1918,  married  a Mr,  Gregory  and  had  one 
son,  Albert  T,  Gregory,  born  29  July  1936.  (4)  James  A. Terry, 

Jr,,  bom  6 July  1920,  He  had  two  sons:  James  A,  Terry  III, 
born  20  Jan,  1948,  and  David  J.  Terry,  born  I6  July  1950,  (5) 

Basil  R,  Terry,  born  7 Apr,  1922,  He  had  two  daughters;  Susie 
Terry,  born  23  Jan,  1964,  and  Anna  Marie  Terry,  born  5 Sept. 

1966,  (6)  Mable  L,  Terry,  born  28  Dec,  1927.  married  Opela 

Smith.  They  have  three  children;  Michael  Opela  Smith,  born 
2H  Jan,  I95O;  Debra  Lynn  Smith,  born  19  Jan.  1957,  and  Timothy 
Brooks  Smith,  born  23  Jan.  1961.  (7)  Frederick  B,  Terry  was 

not  married  In  1972  when  I last  heard  from  his  family.  (My 
apologies  to  the  mothers  of  the  above  Terry  grandchildren  for 
not  having  their  names.  I know  you  played  a very  Important  part 
In  their  advents.) 

3.  John  Grantham  married  Grace  Robinson.  They  have  three 
sons,  and  live  In  California, 

4,  Josey  Grantham  married  Ernet  Tulatz.  They  have  two 
children;  (1)  Frank,  and  (2)  Ernestine  Tulatz. 

5.  Sedley  Grantham  died  unmarried  in  1918. 

6,  Louise  Grantham  married  Robert  Doyle.  Both  are  deceased. 

7.  James  Grantham.  No  record. 

8.  Robert  Grantham.  His  wife  Is  named  Irene,  and  they  have 
three  sons, 

9,  Sallle  Grantham  was  born  1 Apr,  1904,  She  first  married 
Frank  Swetnlka  and  had  three  children;  (1)  Helen  Swetnlka,  born 
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4 Nov,  1925,  married  a Mr,  Mlnghelll,  They  live  in  Tucson, 

Arlz.  (2)  Edward  Swetnlka,  born  Jan,  1928,  lives  in  Stock- 
ton,  Calif,  (3)  Thomas  Swetnlka,  born  13  Feb,  1929,  married 
Sylvia  Macias,  They  live  in  Oakland,  Calif,  Sallle  (Gran- 
tham) Swetnlka  married  a second  time  to  Edward  Emerlok,  They 
live  in  Corcoran,  Calif, 

10,  Helen  Inez  Grantham  was  born  26  Aug.  1912  and  mar- 
ried John  W,  Denton.  They  had  two  sons:  (1)  William  E.  Denton 
married  Elizabeth  Tyrrell.  They  live  in  French  Camp,  Calif., 
and  their  children  are;  Debra  Lynn;  Lori  Elizabeth,  and  Paula 
Jane  Denton,  (2)  John  M,  Denton,  married  Shirley  D.  Pack, 

They  live  in  Hanford,  Calif,  and  have  two  children:  Timothy 
Jan  and  Liza  Ann  Denton, 

11.  Livingston  Cornelia  Grantham  was  born  8 July  191?  at 
Foxworth,  Miss.  He  married  I5  Jan.  1944  at  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
Elizabeth  Inez  Arndt,  born  12  Oct,  1922  at  Pueblo,  Calif,  He 

is  retired  from  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  and  lives  in  N,  Edwards, 
Calif.  They  have  eight  children;  (i;  S,  Sgt.  Livingston  Corne- 
lius Grantham,  Jr,,  USMC,  born  25  Feb,  19^5»  married  Barbara 
Lei lane  Peck  on  8 Oct,  I966  at  Riverside,  Calif,  She  was  born 
27  Aug.  19^7  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  Their  three  children  are: 
Tamaro  Denis  Grantham,  born  5 Nov,  19^7;  Sherri  Ann  Grantham, 
born  17  Dec.  I969,  '9-nd  Jonathan  Edwards  Grantham,  born  I6  Mar, 
1971.  (2)  Claudia  Grantham,  born  1 Oct,  1950  in  Totcyo,  Japan, 

married  at  Edwards  AFB,  Calif,  1st  Lt.  Harmon  Stanton  Lewis, 

USAF  on  5 Nov,  1970,  He  was  born  13  Nov, 19^7.  A son,  David 
Livingston  Lewis,  was  born  21  June  1970.  (3)  Michael  Lynn 

Grantham,  U,  S.  Army,  was  born  21  July  1952  at  Patrick  AFB,  Co- 
co, Fla.,  and  married  26  Dec.  1970  at  Riverside,  Calif.,  Linda 
Evans,  bom  27  Oct,  1951*  Their  son,  Jason  Charles  Grantham, 
was  born  11  Dec.  1970.  (4)  PFC  Benjamin  Wayne  Grantham,  USMC, 
was  born  21  July  1952  at  Patrick  AFB,  Coco,  Fla.  (5)  Jan  Gran- 
tham, born  31  Jan,  1955  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii.  (6)  Diane  Gran- 
tham, born  4 Nov.  195^  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii.  (7)  Jonathan  Gran- 
tham, born  23  Dec,  i960  at  Riverside  Calif.  (8)  Jo  Anna  Gran- 
tham, born  25  Jan.  1963  at  Vandenberg  AFB,  Calif, 

V,  Tassle,  daughter  of  Henry  Turner  and  Sarah  (Catchlngs) 
Fortner,  was  born  Oct,  1876,  died  at  age  7 months,  and  is  buried 
at  Pleasant  Retreat. 

VI.  Turner  Marvin  Fortner  (called  Marvin),  son  of  Henry 
Turner  and  Sarah  (Catchlngs)  Fortner,  was  born  19  Jan.  1877  at 
Terry,  Miss,  and  died  23  Oct.  1924  at  Gulfport,  Miss,  He  was 
married  10  Jan.  1910  at  Hattiesburg,  Miss,  (at  the  home  of  the 
bride *s  uncle,  Walter  Sampson)  to  Maud  E,  Jennings,  born  10  Oct. 
1883  at  Satartla,  Miss.  She  died  13  Feb.  1968  at  Gullport. 

Maud  Jennings  was  the  daughter  of  James  Henry  Jennings  and  Sar- 
ah Marla  Richards.  After  the  death  of  Maud's  mother,  James  Hen- 
ry Jennings  moved  to  Biloxi,  Miss.,  where  he  was  a contractor. 
When  her  husband,  Marvin  Fortner,  died  Maud  was  left  with  live 
young  children.  She  worked  in  the  School  system  of  Gulfport 
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for  many  years.  She  was  a wonderful  mother  and  was  always  jo- 
vial and  full  of  fun.  Their  five  children  were:  Estelle;  Mar- 
vin, Jr,;  Henry;  Mary  Ethel,  and  William  Douglas  Fortner. 

1,  Estelle  Fortner  was  born  11  Jan,  1911  and  married  on 
20  Dec.  1931  G.  Park  Wilkes,  born  1906,  died  12  Nov.  1973  In 
Biloxi,  Miss.  He  was  the  son  of  Waiter  George  Wilkes  and.  form- 
er owner  of  "The  Dally  Herald".  Estelle  (Fortner J Wilkes  lives 
in  Biloxi.  They  had  two  children:  (1)  William  Park  Wilkes, 
born  6 Nov.  1935  at  Biloxi,  He  married  Alice  Williford.  Dr. 
William  Park  Wilkes  is  a Professor  of  Psychology  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Mississippi,  at  Oxford,  where  he  earned  his  doctor- 
ate, They  have  two  children:  Granam  P,  Wilkes  and  Allison 
Wilkes.  (2)  Maud  Elizabeth  Wilkes,  born  10  Dec,  1937  at  Bi- 
loxi, married  Howard  Vogh.  They  live  at  Collins,  Miss,  and 
have  four  children:  Richard  Vogh;  Michael  Vogh;  Suzanne  Vogh, 
and  Robin  Vogh, 

2,  Turner  Marvin  Fortner,  Jr,  was  born  11  Jan.  1913.  He 
married  Margaret  "Midge"  Kelsall  on  9 Oct,  1938,  Marvin  owned 
and  operated  an  office  supply  business  in  Gulfport  for  many 
years,  and  still  resides  there.  They  have  a daughter,  Linda 
Ann  Fortner,  born  l6  May  19^1.  She  married  Emile  Koury  and 
they  have  three  children:  Emile  Koury,  Jr,;  Kim  Koury,  and 
Margin  Koury.  They  live  in  Gulfport,  Miss. 

3,  Henry  Thomas  Fortner  was  born  22  July  191^,  He  first 
married  at  Washington,  D,  C,,  Elizabeth  Janet  Frezza  on  18  Oct, 
1936,  They  had  a son,  Richard  Douglas  Fortner,  on  20  May  1938 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  Richard  was  graduated  from  Mississippi 
State,  is  married  and  lives  at  Gulfport.  Henry  Thomas  Fortner 
married  a second,  time.  His  wife’s  name  is  Rita,  and  they  live 
at  Gulf  port . 

4,  Mary  Ethel  Fortner  was  born  I6  Sept,  I9I6,  She  mar- 
ried G.  E.  Holmes  on  21  Dec,  1945.  There  are  no  children. 

They  live  at  Gulfport,  Miss, 

5,  William  Douglas  (Billy)  Fortner  was  born  24  June  1922. 
He  was  graduated  from  L.  S.  U. , at  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  and  mar- 
ried Lola  LeBlanc  of  that  city  in  June  1948.  Both  of  them  have 
beautiful  singing  voices.  Billy  is  a Vice  President  of  the  En- 
tex  Company,  of  New  Braunfels,  Texas,  vrhere  they  now  reside. 
There  are  four  children:  (1)  William  Dovigias  II;  (2)  Thomas 
Marvin;  (3)  Lola  Theresa,  and  (4)  Nell  Ann.  Lola  Theresa,  known 
as  "Missy",  has  entered  L.  3.  U.  at  Baton  Rouge.  Thomas  Marvin 
attends  Tuiane  University,  at  New  Orleans,  where  he  is  a member 
of  the  football  team, 

VII.  Sarah  Eugenia  (Sadie)  Fortner,  daughter  of  Henry 
Turner  and  Sarah  (Catchlngs)  Fortner,  was  born  24  Mar,  1882  at 
Terry,  Miss,  and  died  1 June  1938  at  Gulfport,  Miss,  In  Sept, 
1902  she  married  John  J.  Pulliam.  After  her  marriage,  her  par- 
ents made  their  home  with  them  at  Gulfport,  Tne  Jennlrjgs  chlld- 
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ren  from  Bogaiusa  visited  on  the  Gulf  Coast  nearly  every  slim- 
mer during  their  teenage  years,  and  had  a wonderful  time  fish- 
ing and  swimming  at  the  beach.  "Uncle  John"  Pulliam  always 
found  time  to  take  the  boys  fishing,  or  to  go  flounder  glgcrlng 
at  night  by  lamp  light.  John  and.  Sadie  Pulliam  had  five  child- 
ren: ^rah  Louise;  Alice  Mildred;  John  J.,  Jr.;  Hugh  Frazier, 
and  Esther  Lillian  Pulliam. 

1.  Sarah  Louise  Pulliam  was  born  31  Oct.  19uy  and  died 

16  Sept.  1959.  She  married  Jack  Kllbourne,  of  New  Orleans,  on 
6 Oct.  1928.  He  was  born  2?  Dec.  1901.  They  were  real  gour- 
met cooks,  and  Jack  made  the  best  seafood  gumbo  ever  concocted. 
There  were  no  children. 

2.  Alice  Mildred  Pulliam  was  born  23  Aug.  1912  and  was 
named  for  one  of  her  father's  sisters.  Mildred  was  married  on 
30  June  1938  at  Gulfport  to  Evert  William  Wikstrand.  He  was 
born  11  Feb,  1914.  They  live  in  Biloxi,  Miss.  Evert  is  a mar- 
ine engineer,  and  has  been  with  the  shipyard  at  Pascagoula, 

Miss,  for  many  years.  Mildred  is  an  active  member  of  the  East- 
ern Star.  They  have  one  child,  Barbara  Alice,  born  24  Aug, 

194u,  She  married  7 Jan,  1962  George  Hultz,  Both  are  grad- 
uates of  Mississippi  Southern.  Barbara  and  George  Hultz  are 
presently  living  in  Biloxi,  and  have  four  daughters;  (l)  Alice, 
born  17  Sept,  19^2;  (2)  Rebecca  Lynn,  born  4 Sept,  1963;  (3) 
Cynthia  Ann,  born  9 Oct.  1964,  and  (4)  Dianne  Elizabeth,  born 

17  Sept.  1968. 

3.  John  J.  Pulliam,  Jr.,  was  born  3-1-  Jan,  1915»  He  was 
graduated  from  Mississippi  Southern,  and  was  married  on  4 June 
iu40  to  Ludie  Monk.  They  live  in  New  Mexico  and  have  at  least 
two  children;  (l)  John  James  Pulllsim  III,  born  5 June  1941, 

and  (2)  Louise  Pulliam,  born  2 Aug,  1947.  There  may  be  a third 
child  vihose  name  I do  not  have. 

4.  Hugh  Frazier  Pulliam  was  born  9 Aug.  1917.  He  was 
graduated  from  Emory  University,  where  he  was  a Phi  Beta  Kap- 
pa, and  later  became  a Certified  Public  Accountant.  Hugh  mar- 
ried 31  Oct.  1940  Jean  Frezza,  born  26  Mar,  1920.  They  live 
at  Rome,  Georgia,  and  have  a married  daughter,  Carol  Jean, 
born  2 Oct.  1942. 

5.  Esther  Lillian  Pulliam  was  born  3 Mar.  1920  and  died 
5 May  1923. 

VIII.  Livingston  Fortner,  son  of  Henry  Turner  and  Sarah 
(Catchlngs ) Fortner,  was  born  17  Feb.  1882  and  died  18  Oct. 

1917.  He  was  single,  and  is  burled  in  the  old  Town  Cemetery 
at  Terry,  Miss.  There  are  no  markers  on  the  family  plot. 

IX.  Ellle  Louise  Fortner,  daughter  of  Henry  Turner  and 
Sarah  (Catchlngs)  Fortner,  was  born  2 Mar.  1886  at  Terry,  Miss. 
She  was  married  in  Jan,  1909  at  Gulfport,  Miss,  to  William  Hen- 
ry Jennings,  He  was  the  brother  of  Maud  Jennings  who  married 
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Marvin  Fortner.  He  was  born  ? Nov.  1879  and  died  24  Oct.  1931 
at  Bogalusa.  La.  As  a young  man,  he  was  a pattern  maker,  and 
went  to  Bogalusa  In  1910,  shortly  after  the  Great  Southern  Lum- 
ber Company  carved  Bogalusa  out  of  the  pine  forest.  He  was 
Safety  Engineer  and  Claims  Agent  for  the  company i#ien  he  died, 

W.  H.  Jennings  was  a member  of  Gulfport  Lodge  422  of  the  Mason- 
ic Order,  and  transferred  to  the  Bogalusa  Lodge.  He  served 
for  years  as  Treasurer  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He  and  Ellle 
(Fortner)  Jennings  had  three  children:  William  Henry,  Jr., 
Robert  Bernard,  and  Evelyn  Langston  Jennings. 

1.  William  Henry  (Wilkie)  Jennings,  Jr.  was  born  10  Dec. 
1909  at  Laurel,  Miss.  He  was  married  on  22  Mar.  1941  to  Fran- 
ces Duncan,  at  Panama  City,  Fla.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John 
Thomas  and  Bobble  (Me Clung)  Dxmean,  of  Georgia.  Wilkie  was  a 
Staff  Sergeant  with  a Florida  National  Guard  unit  on  active 
duty  with  the  U.  S.  Army  during  World  War  II,  and  was  stationed 
In  Alaska  for  2|  years.  He  Is  retired  from  the  U.  S.  Post  Of- 
fice after  many  years  of  service,  and  they  live  In  Panama  City, 
Fla.  He  and  Frances  have  two  daughters:  Ellen  and  Claire. 

(1)  Ellen  Louise  Jennings  was  born  19  Sept,  1942  at  Panama  City, 
Fla.  She  was  two  years  old  before  her  father,  then  stationed 
In  Alaska,  saw  her.  Ellen  married  24  June  196I  William  Humph. 
They  now  live  In  New  Orleans,  La,,  where  Bill  Is  with  the  FBI, 
and  have  two  children:  Eric  Rumph,  born  30  Apr.  I963,  and  Jen- 
nifer Rumph,  born  28  Feb.  196?.  (2)  Claire  Frances  Jennings 

was  born  I6  Jan,  19^8.  She  Is  an  accomplished  organist.  On 
15  June  1968,  she  married  Mark  Shaw,  They  live  In  Indianapo- 
lis, Ind.,  and  have  a daughter,  Allyson,  born  9 Oct.  19?2  at 
Panama  City,  Fla, 

2,  Robert  Bernard  Jennings  was  bom  2?  Aug,  1911  at  Boga- 
lusa, La.  He  received  his  law  degree  from  L.  S.  U.  in  1933. 
Entered  upon  active  duty  with  the  U,  S.  Army  In  Mar.  1942  as 

a 2nd  Lt,  from  the  Officers*  Reserve  Corps,  and  served  4^  years, 
the  last  half-year  In  the  Pacific  Theater  at  Manila,  P,  I.  He 
became  a Lt . Col,  and  Is  now  retired  at  that  rank.  He  Is  also 
retired  after  33  years  of  service  In  the  states  of  La.  and  N,  Y, 
with  the  law  department  of  what  Is  now  the  Exxon  Corporation, 

On  4 June  1935  he  married  Virginia  Lobdell  of  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
She  was  born  I6  Jan.  191^  at  Thlbodaux,  La.,  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Virginia  (Young)  Lobdell.  The  Jennings  live  In  Bat- 
on Rouge,  La.  and  have  three  children:  (1)  Robert  Bernard  Jenn- 
ings, Jr,  was  born  1 May  1938  In  New  Orleans.  Graduated  with 
a law  degree  from  University  of  Virginia,  On  20  Aug.  196I  he 
married  Paige  Murray  of  Fairfield,  Conn.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Rosser  and  Lyle  (Flannlgan)  Murray  of  New  York  City,  They  have 
two  children:  Robert  Bernard  Jennings  III  was  born  18  Nov,  I963 
In  Stamford,  Conn,,  and  Virginia  Lyle  Jennings  was  born  3 Dec, 
1966  at  Baton  Rouge,  where  they  now  live,  (2)  Jo  Ann  Jennings 
was  born  24  Dec.  1939  at  New  Orleans,  La.  She  was  graduated 
from  Gettysburg  College  In  Pennsylvania.  On  I6  Sept,  196I  she 
married  Lt,  Edwin  M,  Hackenberg  USAF,  of  Westfield,  N.  J.  He 
served  on  active  duty  for  one  year  In  Vietnam,  and  Is  now  a pl- 
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lot  with  American  Airlines.  They  live  In  Westfield,  N.  J,, 
and  have  two  sons:  Scott  Hackenber^!:,  born  2 Nov.  I963  at  Hamp- 
ton, Va.,  and  Gregory  Hackenberg,  born  I6  June  I967  at  West- 
field.  (3)  Elizabeth  Jayne  Jennings  was  born  19  Feb.  19^7  at 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  She  was  graduated  from  L.  S.  U. , and  on  28 
Dec.  1967  married  Wllmer  Riddle  Mills,  of  The  Plains  near  Zach- 
ary, La.  They  are  presently  living  In  Dourados,  Mato  Grosso, 
Brazil  where  Wllmer  Is  an  Agricultural  Missionary  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  U.  S.  They  have  three  children:  Wllmer  Hast- 
ings Mills,  born  1 Oct,  19^9  at  Baton  Rouge,  La,;  Evelyn  Kate 
Mills,  born  30  Jan.  1971  at  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  and  Virginia 
Young  Mills,  bom  9 May  1972  at  Baton  Rouge,  La, 

3.  Evelyn  Langston  Jennings  was  born  11  June  1913  at 
Bogalusa,  La,  She  married  Walter  Weeks,  of  Utica,  N.  Y,  They 
had  no  children  and  were  divorced,  Evelyn  Is  a graduate  of  the 
L.  S,  U,  School  of  Music  and  received  her  master's  degree  from 
Mississippi  Southern.  She  has  taught  music  in  the  elementary 
schools  of  Bogalusa  for  many  years,  and  now  resides  there. 

Evelyn  Is  a most  accomplished  pianist. 

X,  Isaac  "Ike”  Fortner,  son  of  Henry  Turner  and  Sarah 
(Catchlngs)  Fortner,  was  born  at  Terry,  Miss,  on  21  Jan.  1888 
and  died  7 May  i960  at  Gulfport,  He  served  In  World  War  I,  and 
married  Lera  Rish.  They  lived  all  of  their  married  life  at 
Gulfport,  Miss,  and  had  two  children:  Livingston  D,  and  Ethel 
Mae  Fortner. 

1,  Livingston  D.  Fortner  married  Rosalie  Ledbetter.  They 
were  divorced. 

2,  Ethel  Mae  Fortner  married  James  Fillingame,  They 
make  their  home  at  Long  Beach,  Miss,  and  have  five  children: 

(1)  Sandra  Fillingame,  born  19^7  and  lives  In  Fairbanks,  Alas- 
ka, (2)  Drew  Fillingame  lives  In  Fairbanks,  Alaska,  (3)  Wayne 
Fillingame,  born  1952,  lives  at  home.  (4)  Leslie  Fillingame 
Is  married  to  Barbara.  He  attends  the  University  of  Southern 
Miss,  at  Hattiesburg.  They  have  a daughter,  Rachel  Fillingame. 
(5)  Richard  Fillingame,  born  1959  and  lives  at  hone. 

(Note:  The  dates  of  birth  of  all  children  of  Henry  Turner  and 

Sarah  Catchlngs  Fortner  are  taken  from  "Andrew  Moore  and  His 
Descendants"  by  Passman,  Vol.  II,  pg»  1183-4.  See  "fan"  chart.) 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  FORTNER,  JR. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Fortner,  Jr.,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Ellen 
(Mullen)  Fortner,  was  born  4 Sept,  1839  Hinds  Co.,  Miss,  and 
was  burled  In  Square  4,  Lot  1,  of  the  old  Terry  cemetery  during 
the  year  1900.  The  faded  records  of  burials  are  In  the  Mayor's 
office  In  Terry.  Ben,  Jr,  served  In  Co,  A,  12th  Miss.  Infantry, 
having  enlisted  on  26  Apr,  I86I.  He  was  badly  wounded  at  the 
Battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.  and  was  sent  home  to  recuperate. 

He  returned  to  duty  and  was  transferred  to  Jackson,  Miss.  In 


-32- 


, .fj  ill  £#?.■'  tiff  r'rtX 

i 'Stf.h  «*>  k'6  I ,votV  I.  mo::  , m cw^  4 to.?-  .tfT.'«>»  o».  / -An  Ura 

••  .'tf.  '^'o  '.''  '♦>?,.'.  ' rt-nd  , o,*t'^dci0i! Y"'-''- - '-iv  »*-t<>^ 

V'*^f  . ■•'  '■■‘•i  it';  ,.Kf  -tjtAW  ;•  i of.i'jt  ■^•^'♦^■''•'''- 1 ’’.'■■5  (^' ' 

f'r.  fj.')  ;:.(i.i(  , ,.  ' . ';.  .J  ’t't-'i  <:«  tj  a*’-*  eriV'  .a.;  , 

:.!i'  ':n  ,a£Ci:l  «.£dfcja  ‘xeitS*.^* 

“ii  -'W  't,.:.fl-*f!‘H-' -.q  -yt^^  '-r!'"  , . TtA 


f *to  Y'lHrtOi.v-; .;  . ,jH;v;7*.'Di'.-^A  a.ft  ?f  "■  sn;  .•--. 

• t-.iC'thi  iy:-  " aV;?;;  Y&;il  .-J  . -J 

r;S,'  ■■•'.  : «irJ  t;  'V'  :.  '^  .'!m  '"  ' - I , .’  .'.  ' f.-'jr.t, 

.r<„  O;'  .y  . .{i'  Of 

.>J  ,^*a'»»<.>3  ' ■'^•>‘1  •♦/,  v*.f‘  '.>  rr'jw 

■;' i;  '■  r<-’ I'  i’T'T  ‘ V ’>  'Hv  . y ' 


- • > ;■*  <•  , ■ .-  i , *•: 

'■.•.•■  f.  ' '.  ^ T<;'* 


► I'.' 

.aiXiH 

.■'-"r/H  3Vi»oX 

.C 

ttjjofi 

/ll3  Ott 

,'ioe  .u  .3  ,j 


' ' . ' ' , ‘i/OCrfoa 

. j"  :*■  'j  tiiO'T  f*  ■;:»  I niX>?v5^ 


, ^ .. ; r '!•.  vV  M ’.•  :>  , -ttri  ttc'^  ' ,!rforfji?’) 

'*  •■■^.-  . ■'  i\  '■*■  ■'-H'X  ,.**>*'  V bttlb  ^rry- 

' '■  ^ i'  ,.  'i'  , .tH  M'sJ  foe>l'- ■i>-rr 

■V'^-  .-'■•■  i-.^  ,8aiH[  , Xlic»q*!.C ' 7' 


. haeiovili  » . 

->;  ■ 1 ' : Z rt].--.  j •■ 

■■■  '.'  ■;:■  ♦P-’-Ji'''  ;rjt< 

■ *'  '■•■  .'  Vk  ; r-  , -j.  ■,.•;««.  II  jt-rbcwfi  (£) 

; i.-  -lA-ip  Lr.'?  r/  -r-r  j %•  c --T  < I li'il  wari’J  (S)  ,*7? 

■ ‘ ' ‘ '•  . '.  , I r;!.'.  I . cTiiSvt/II 

v;  . ' ^ ':  1 . Ji;;r:o.;:jr  -'I  , it  t^iTteio  3f 

, I »7i  0 t'.t}  ' ' . .'.- jJi: ■si/XAg  ig  ,auLA 

..  , ; ? ;...a  i,  i. 1 1 *1  Ij'Uarioifl  i it  ) 

■'■  .-..c';-!,  £ I;?  • . ' ' ':<■■•  -riT  ;e:rcK) 

' •:  ,■!*■:'■•.'  -j;-  .:'  ; ) ' - n'f  » \ft  ! .i’< 0>+ ft.O 

-,i;  . =■!  vci  ’’sr^rusbffs^iisCI 


;'■  ' ■'  , ■X^  > 'J  'T  I’/j  vr s'" 

^ . C.i  vTP'  ..  !il.  '"rrX  .rer:jTP'?  '/rrXXii?!) 

'-■'  tv.;..  . i i-i  •9'i'fii0pii'  i\.l  L'?i  ’'.ird  ajfw 

t'-vv  '.  . ;!.'••.•■  ..M-  »;*!•■•» '1  s.-fT  .ie?;  TP*x 

. c'v  n.  i ••.fey?'  ,-jl.  i-.i  9r>rt^r 

:.i  vifl  f.>i  . " ,'iqi\  ^T..  i[t&'  |^■:$9^ilr^t 

.'’v;-.  ' . ti'  , Xn 

-i  j.b'rT^x?' ci'i-  I)fla  fcarMfl'f *<*' ' «8 


1863,  serving  as  a sutler  and  then  as  a mall  carrier.  He  was 
detached  from  service  on  29  Nov.  I863.  (The  official  records 
in  the  State  Archives  at  Jackson,  Miss,  show  that,  late  In  the 
War,  "B.  F.  Fortner",  a resident  of  Terry,  Miss,  was  a 2d  Lt. 

In  Co,  H,  Powers  Regt,  of  Miss.  Cavalry.  It  Is  impossible  to 
tell  If  this  record  Is  that  of  Ben,  Jr,  or  of  his  father,  who 
could  have  entered  service  late  In  the  War  when  manpower  was 
such  a scarce  commodity.  It  does  not  seem  possible,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  there  could  have  been  a third  person  bearing 
the  name  of  "B.  F,  Fortner"  and  residing  at  Terry  Miss.  In 
1865.) 

Ben,  Jr.  attended  law  school  after  the  War  (probably  at 
Jefferson  College,  near  Natchez,  Miss,),  He  practiced  law  at 
Terry,  and  later  became  Mayor.  Mr.  Head,  who  operated  a drug 
store  at  Terry  for  many  years,  described  Ben,  Jr,  as  a stern 
Mayor.  He  further  told  us  that  "Old  Ben  made  the  laws;  inter- 
preted the  laws,  and  enforced  them  as  he  saw  fit".  This  did 
not  sound  as  though  Ben,  Jr,  was  a very  popular  Mayor  with  some 
elements  of  the  Town,  Ben,  Jr,  married  Emma  P.  Jones  on  13  Apr, 
1865.  She  was  burled  in  the  old  Terry  cemetery  on  4 Jan.  1924, 
"Aunt  Emma"  was  dearly  loved  by  all  the  family,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  sweet  and  landerstanding.  They  had  four  children: 
Garnet;  Mary;  Charles,  and  Benjamin  Franklin  Fortner, 

I,  Garnet  G.  Fortner,  son  of  Benjamin  P,  and  Emma  (Jones) 
Fortner,  Jr.  was  born  in  1868  (1880  census),  and  married  Leath- 
er Whittington  on  23  Jan.  1889  (Copiah  Co,  Mar.  Rec.  Bk.  9» 

pg,  51).  We  are  told  that  he  lived  In  Slidell,  La,  He  had  a 
son,  James  Fortner,  who  married  Estell  Holland.  James  died 
young,  as  did  their  only  child.  We  have  heard  that  there  is  a 
Garnet  Fortner  living  at  McComb,  Miss.,  but  do  not  know  If  he 
Is  of  this  family, 

II,  Mary  Fortner,  daughter  of  Benjamin  F,  and  Emma  (Jones) 
Fortner,  Jr,  was  bom  1876.  She  was  named  after  her  aunt  who 
died  during  the  War  and  had  been  her  father's  favorite  sister. 
The  story  Is  told  that  he  actually  called  Garnet  "Mary"  until 
his  daughter  was  born.  Mary  never  married.  She  nursed  her 
younger  brother  for  years.  He  lived  in  Slidell,  La. 

III,  Charles  Fortner,  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Emma  (Jones) 
Fortner,  was  born  In  1879*  He  never  married.  There  are  many 
descriptions  of  him  such  as  "cute",  "a  honey",  "a  real  ladles' 
man",  "wild",  and  "full  of  the  devil"!  He  died  In  Slidell,  La. 

IV,  Benjamin  Franklin  Fortner,  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and 
Emma  (Jones)  Fortner,  Jr,,  first  married  Hattie  V.  Hays,  born 
8 Mar.  1882,  died  18  Aug,  1909  ("The  Cemetery  Inscriptions  of 
Copiah  Co.  Miss",  pg.  41),  By  this  marriage  he  had  a daughter, 
Emma,  who  was  born  about  1909.  He  second  married  a nurse  who 
worked  In  the  railroad  hospital  near  McComb.  By  this  marriage 
he  had  twin  daughters.  They  are  both  nurses,  and  we  understand 
that  they  live  at  McComb,  Miss. 
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JOHN  NEWTON  FORTNER 


John  Newton  Fortner,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Ellen  (Mullen) 
Fortner,  was  born  29  Jan,  1842  and  died  11  Jan.  1843. 

MARTHA  LAURA  FORTNER 

Martha  Laura  Fortner,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Ellen  (Mul- 
len) Fortner,  was  born  31  Mar.  1843.  She  died  In  1929  at  Mc- 
Comb,  Miss.  She  married  H.  B,  Glllls,  who  died  In  1905  at 
Chattawa,  Miss.  The  story  of  how  they  met  and  were  married, 
and  of  their  early  married  life  at  Pleasant  Retreat,  was  told 
above  on  pg,  20.  They  had  five  children;  Wharton;  Thompson  R; 
Jennie;  an  Infant  who  died  young,  and  another  Infant  who  died 
young . 


I,  Wharton  Glllls,  son  of  H.  B,  and  Laura  (Fortner)  Gll- 
lls, was  born  23  Oct.  1875  at  Pleasant  Retreat,  near  Terry, 

Miss,  On  28  June  1897  he  married  Jane  Callender.  She  was  born 
29  Dec,  1877  and  died  4 Aug.  1951*  Wharton  Glllls  died  ii  May 
1938.  They  both  died  at  New  Orleans,  where  Wharton  moved  with 
his  family  In  1929.  They  had  previously  lived  In  Siimmlt  and 
McComb,  Miss.  There  were  eight  children:  H.  B, ; Heber  Louis; 
Blanche  Moody;  Anna  Bowen;  Fred  H. ; Roland  Ulmer;  Willie  But- 
ler, and  Margaret  Ethel  Glllls. 

1.  H.  B.  Glllls  was  born  28  June  1899t  died  28  June  1899. 

2.  Heber  Louis  Glllls  was  born  3 Mar.  1903.  died  8 Aug, 

1904. 

3.  Blanche  Moody  Glllls  was  born  14  Aug.  1900.  She  never 
married  and  lives  In  Monti cello,  Miss.  She  is  Past  Matron  of 
Eastern  Star  for  the  State  of  Miss. 

4.  Anna  Bowen  Glllls  was  born  19  Nov.  1905.  She  married 

John  E,  Magee  on  8 Jan,  1933.  She  is  active  in  the  Eastern 

Star.  Anna  and  John  live  In  New  Orleans,  La.  There  are  no 
children. 

5.  Fred  H.  Glllls  was  born  22  Nov.  1907,  died  24  Feb.  195^. 
He  was  a Mason  and  a Shrlner.  He  married  Audry  McDaniel.  They 
had  one  child,  a daughter,  Barbara  Ann  Glllls,  who  married  Joe 
Clark.  They  live  In  California  and  have  three  children. 

6.  Roland  Ulmer  Glllls  was  born  28  Feb.  1910,  died  26  Sept. 
1966  In  New  Orleans.  He  married  "Cu  Cu”  Villegas.  They  had 
two  daughters:  (1)  Maroraret  Carol  Glllls  married  a Mr.  Schel- 
lang.  They  live  In  Orlando,  Fla.  (2)  Terry  "Cu  Cu"  Glllls  had 
two' children  by  a first  marriage.  They  are  Tammy  and  Gary  Gar- 
land. She  second  married  A1  Downer,  Her  mother  lives  with 
them  In  New  Orleans, 

7.  Willie  Butler  Glllls  was  living  In  New  Orleans  In  1974. 
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He  married  Nellie  Ivy.  They  had  two  children:  (1)  Willie  But- 
ler Glllls,  whose  wife  Is  named  Mona.  They  have  the  only  heir 
to  carry  on  the  Glllls  nejne,  little  Willie  Benjamin  Glllls. 

(2)  Martha  Glllls,  whose  husband  Is  named  Donald. 

8.  Margaret  Ethel  Glllls  was  born  28  Jan.  1913.  She  mar- 
ried Alden  Kemp  who  Is  deceased.  They  had  two  children:  (1) 

Jean  Murry  Kemp  married  Harry  Nettervllle,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Alden  Bruce  Nettervllle  and  Sherry  Lynn  Nettervllle. 

(2)  Golden  Lynn  Kemp  married  R.  Lee  Gibbs.  Margaret  (Glllls) 
Kemp  makes  her  home  with  John  and  Anna  Magee  In  New  Orleans. 

II.  Thompson  R.  Glllls,  son  of  H.  B,  and  Laura  (Fortner) 
Glllls.  He  was  married  and  had  three  children: 

1.  Bertie  Glllls  married  a Mr.  James. 

2.  A daughter,  who  lives  In  Jackson,  Miss. 

3.  Vernon  Glllls  died  In  California  In  1973.  He  had  two 
sons  and  a dauc^hter. 

III.  Jennie  Glllls  (called  "Nant"),  daughter  of  H.  B. 
and  Laura  (Fortner)  Glllls,  never  married  and  died  In  1905. 

MARY  ELLEN  FORTNER 

Mary  Ellen  Fortner,  the  daiighter  of  Benjamin  and  Ellen 
(Mullen)  Fortner,  was  born  8 Feb,  1844  and  died  30  July  1864. 

She  was  burled  in  the  family  cemetery  at  Pleasant  Retreat. 

THOMAS  SQUARE  FORTNER 

Thomas  Square  Fortner,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Ellen  (Mullen) 
Fortner,  was  born  2 Dec.  1845  In  Hinds  Co.,  Miss.  Thomas  Square 
was  a Sergeant  in  Co.  A,  Powers  Regt.  of  Miss.  Cavalry.  He  was 
surrendered  and  taken  as  a prisoner  of  war  on  4 May  1865,  and 
was  paroled  at  Galnsville,  Ala.,  on  12  May  I865.  As  a young  man, 
he  moved  to  Catahoula  Ph.,  La.  with  his  brother  Ruben.  They 
returned  to  Miss,  several  times  before  finally  settling  In  Aca- 
dia Ph.,  La.,  near  Branch.  There  he  died  on  29  Mar.  1913.  He 
first  married  Martha  H,  Cazbah,  who  died  13  Sept.  1881,  aged  26 
years  and  6 months.  There  were  no  children.  It  is  believed 
that  she  is  burled  in  the  family  cemetery  at  Pleasant  Retreat. 

Thomas  Square  married  a second  time  on  1 May  1888  to  Sav- 
111a  Cleavland,  the  daughter  of  Davi  Cleavland  (Hinds  Co.  Mar. 
Rec.  Bk.  2,  pg,  272).  They  moved  to  Branch,  La,  about  I9OI  and 
were  the  parents  of  four  children:  Ruben  Drake  ("Jake  Douglas"); 
Thomas;  Ella,  and  Grace  Fortner. 

I,  Ruben  Drake  Fortner,  son  of  Thomas  Square  and  Savllla 
(Cleavland)  Fortner,  was  born  l4  Feb,  1891  at  Terry,  Miss.  He 
prefers  to  be  called  Jake  Douglas  Fortner,  and  Is  so  known  to 


-35- 


tm  f 


*JR'  rt=.>3KWto.fI'  ',t$''' 

,_- — ^ a*w  " 





his  friends  at  Branch,  La.  He  married  Octavio  Mosely  on  14 
Feb,  1910  (Acadia  Ph.,  La,  Mar.  Rec,  5883).  He  was  on  the 
school  bo^rd  for  years,  and  last  year  was  honored  by  the  Mason- 
ic Lod^e  at  Rayne,  La.  for  fifty  years  of  active  membership. 

Jake  Douglas  Is  affectionately  known  as  the  "Mayor  of  Branch", 

He  erected  the  Fortner  headstones  In  the  old  Methodist  cemetery 
there.  They  live  with  their  daughter,  Mrs,  Bibb,  and  had  three 
children: 

1,  Jake  Douglas  Fortner,  Jr,  was  born  28  Oct,  1922.  He 
married  7 Feb,  1942  Thelma  Guidry,  and  died  In  196?  at  Rayne, 

La,  His  wife  still  lives  there.  They  had  three  daughters: 

(1)  Virginia  Fortner  lives  In  Rayne,  and  married  George  Cor- 
mier, (2)  Diane  Fortner  Is  married  to  Allan  Brown  and  lives  In 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  (3)  Janice  Fortner  married  Tommie  Rogers  and 
lives  In  Lafayette,  La, 

2,  Lois  Fortner  was  born  I6  Apr.  191^.  and  married  Clyde 
Bibb.  They  live  In  Branch  where  Mr.  Bibb  is  postmaster  and 
they  operate  a store.  Mr,  Bibb  Is  an  active  Mason.  They  had 
a daughter,  Flerette  Bibb,  who  married  Ranald  Buckner.  The 
Buckners  have  four  children:  Shelly;  Brett;  Marcia,  and  Kllnt 
Buckner. 

3,  Robert  Fortner,  died  an  Infant  In  191?. 

II.  Thomas  Fortner,  son  of  Thomas  Square  and  Savllla 
(Cleavland)  Fortner,  was  born  at  Branch,  La,,  where  on  21  Feb, 
1910  he  married  Fannie  0,  Shaver  (Acadia  Ph.,  La,  Mar,  Rec, 

5887),  She  was  the  daughter  of  J.  M.  Shaver.  They  moved  to 
Texas,  where  they  both  died  prior  to  1973.  They  had  four  child- 
ren: 

1,  P,  Media  Fortner,  born  30  Mar.  1911  and  died  18  Apr. 1912, 

2.  Cornay  Fortner,  born  1913  and  died  during  that  year, 

3.  Miriam  Fortner  married  Jim  Asslf,  and  lives  in  Jackson, 

Miss. 

4,  Mabel  Fortner  married  Oscar  Fraser,  and  lives  in  Alvin, 
Texas , 

III.  Ella  Fortner,  daughter  of  Thomas  Square  and  Savllla 
(Cleavland)  Fortner,  was  born  17  July  1898,  She  married  J.  C. 
Jackson  (Acadia  Ph.  Mar.  Rec.  5655).  They  were  divorced.  She 
Is  living  In  Houston,  Texas.  Ella  had  a son  who  died,  leaving 
his  wife  and  a son.  They  live  In  Houston. 

IV.  Grace  Fortner,  daughter  of  Thomas  Square  and  Savllla 
(Cleavland)  Fortner,  was  the  eldest  child.  She  married  1/  May 
1909  Augustus  Clement.  They  moved  to  Texas  and  both  died  there. 
They  had  three  children: 
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1.  Tellle  Clement  married  W,  S.  Grlmsted,  They  live  In 
Alvin,  Texas.  Their  daughter  lives  In  New  Iberia,  La. 

2.  Nora  Clement  Is  married  and  has  several  sons. 

3.  Genieva  Clement  married  a Mr.  Broussard  and  had  two 
children.  She  was  deceased  prior  to  19?4. 

JOHN  LANE  FORTNER 

John  Lane  Fortner,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Ellen  (Mullen J 
Fortner,  was  born  16  July  184?  and  died  12  Dec.  1899.  He  is 
burled  at  Jackson,  Miss.  John  Lane  was  a Corporal  In  Co,  H, 
Powers  Regt.  of  Miss.  Cavalry.  He  was  surrendered  and  taken 
as  a prisoner  of  war  at  Gainsvllle,  Ala.  and  was  paroled  12  May 
1865.  On  21  Oct,  1873  he  married  Goldena  Harrla  (Hinds  Co.  Mar, 
Rec.  Bk.  1,  pg,  97).  According  to  family  records  he  had  two 
daughters : 

I,  Alice  Fortner,  daughter  of  John  Lane  and  Goldena  (Har- 
ris) Fortner.  No  record. 

II,  Laura  Fortner,  daughter  of  John  Lane  and  Goldena  (Har- 
ris) Fortner,  married  a Mr,  Bradly  and  has  a daughter  living 

in  New  Orleans. 


RUBEN  DRAKE  FORTNER 

Ruben  Drake  Fortner,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Ellen  (Mullen) 
Fortner,  was  born  25  Mar.  1849  (Bible)  In  Hinds  Co.,  Miss,  He 
died  at  Branch,  La.  on  28  Apr.  1932.  Ruben  Drake  married  Fran- 
ces C.  Kllbourne  In  Catahoula  Ph.,  La,  on  7 Mar,  1870  (Cata- 
houla Ph,  Mar.  Rec.  Bk.  B,  pg.  302).  In  the  Conveyance  Records 
of  Acadia  Ph. , La.,  Bk.  X,  pg.  2lu,  she  gives  her  name  as  Fran- 
ces C,  Jones.  She  must  have  been  previously  married.  She  was 
born  In  I850  (census  rec.)  and  died  28  Nov.  1920,  She  Is  burled 
In  the  Branch  Methodist  Church  cemetery.  They  had  no  children. 

RICHARD  WATSON  FORTNER 

Richard  Watson  Fortner,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Ellen  (Mullen) 
Fortner,  was  born  22  Jan,  I85I  lu  Hinds  Co,,  Miss.,  and  died 
In  Mar.  1874  (Bible).  Richard  did  not  marry.  He  was  burled  In 
the  family  cemetery  at  Pleasant  Retreat. 

SUSAN  G.  FORTNER 

Susan  G,  Fortner,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Ellen  (Mullen) 
Fortner,  was  born  In  Feb,  1853  (Bible)  In  Hinds  Co.,  Miss,  She 
married  William  H,  Catchlngs,  son  of  John  Noel  and  Emma  Ange- 
lina (Smith)  Catchlngs.  (John  Noel  Catchlngs  was  the  brother  of 
Sarah  Catchlngs  who  married  Henry  Turner  Fortner.)  William  H. 
Catchlngs  was  born  5 Dec.  1836  and  died  In  1884  ("Andrew  Moore 
and  Hls  Descendants",  by  Passman,  Vol,  I,  pg.  62?).  They  lived 


-37- 


■ , • u -M  V . , :j^*<  ‘ie MhJKF 

•^'Kr 


11;:,;^ 


liiif 

^tavll  XXiMKtg  0*dH  MlM-Z't/m 

■ •'"■“**“  •"“’■  ■ '■-  -'^-  ■ ' WK  tti 

mfmm  muilia.  (mm- 

f:'  ' ’■»'» 


m 


miTsm  nop7MH 


hViiif 


J ^1,, 

iok  n**v 

U .liJi 


- ^Tjj 


kP. 


at  Georgetown,  Miss,  It  Is  said  that  she  married  a Mr,  Crews 
after  her  first  husband’s  death.  She  was  111  for  many  years 
prior  to  her  death.  I have  no  record  of  her  children  other 
than  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  as  given  by  Passman  In 


"Andrew 

Moore  and  His  Descendants",  Vol,  II,  pg.  1182: 

I. 

Walter  B,  Catchlngs,  born  2?  Sept,  1870, 

II. 

Mary  M,  Catchlngs,  born  28  July  1872, 

III. 

William  E,  Catchlngs,  born  6 Feb.  1874. 

IV. 

Henry  G,  Catchlngs,  born  12  July  1875 . 

V. 

Emma  C,  Catchlngs,  born  14  Mar.  1878. 

VI. 

A twin,  born  9 Mar.  1880,  died  an  infant. 

VII, 

A twin,  born  9 Mar.  1880,  died  an  Infant. 

VIII. 

Carl  Catchlngs,  born  6 Feb.  1882. 

IX. 

Hilda  G,  Catchlngs,  born  14  Oct,  1683. 

LIDA  JENNIE  FORTNER 

Lida  Jennie  Fortner  was  the  yotingest  child  of  Benjamin 
and  Ellen  (Mullen)  Fortner,  She  was  born  13  Sept.  1855  and 
died  during  the  Civil  War  on  5 Mar,  1863  (Bible),  She  vfas  bur 
led  In  the  family  cemetery  at  Pleasant  Retreat, 
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ALLIED  FAMILIES 


MULLEN 

Ellenor  "Ellen"  Mullen,  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Fortner,  Sr, 
was  the  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Rhoda  Mullen,  The  I85O  census 
of  Hinds  Co,,  Miss,  gives  North  Carolina  as  her  father's  place 
of  birth.  They  came  to  Lawrence  Co,,  Miss,  by  way  of  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee,  and  were  in  Lawrence  Co,  as  early  as  1830,  El- 
len Was  born  in  Tennessee  on  2 Mar,  1815  (Bible),  About  the 
year  I83I  Joshua  moved  to  Hinds  Co.,  Miss.,  and  bought  a farm 
north  of  Benjamin  Fortner's  place,  near  the  Springridge  com- 
munitsi  in  1833. 

Joshua  Mullen  was  elected  Ranger  of  Hinds  Co,  for  the 
years  1841-1849.  He  also  represented  Hinds  Co,  at  the  State 
Democratic  Convention  held  at  Jackson  on  8 Sept.  1840  ("The 
Comet",  Ra.ymond,  Miss,),  Joshua  Mullen  was  a farmer.  He  died 
Intestate  and  his  son,  William  Scott  Mullen,  was  appointed  ad- 
ministrator of  his  estate.  He  stated  that  his  father  died  on 
5 May  1856.  The  I85O  census  shows  Joshua  Mullen  as  a widower, 
so  Rhoda  died  before  that  date.  His  estate  was  appraised  on 
15  July  1856,  and  consisted  of  2 slaves,  Nancy  and  Fanny,  val- 
ued at  $305.;  1 small  table  - $2;  1 "beadsted"  and  "beading" 
valued  at  |l5;  3 chairs  at  each;  1 lot  of  cooking  "uten- 

tlals"  valued  at  $5.  The  estate  was  sold  at  public  auction  in 
front  of  the  courthouse  at  Raymond.  It  brought  $1,323.30,  and 
permission  was  given  to  William  Mullen  to  divide  the  estate. 

Each  heir  and  his  or  her  spouse  signed  that  document, 

Joshua  and  Rhoda  had  at  least  nine  children  and  probably 
two  more,  as  William  Mullen,  in  a petition  to  the  court  on 
7 June  1856,  states  "That  besides  your  petitioner  the  said  de- 
cedent left  ten  other  heirs,  all  of  whom  are  of  age".  The  nine 
whose  names  I have  proof  of  are: 

I.  Ruben  Mullen,  married  Susannah. 

II,  Thomas  Britt  Mullen,  married  Elizabeth, 

III.  Nancy  H,  Mullen,  married  Ferdinand  Bibb  on  22  Mar. 

1846  (Hinds  Co.  Mar.  Rec.  Bk.  2,  pg.  510). 

IV.  Elijah  Lott  Mullen,  married  Lucinda, 

V,  Mary  C,  Mullen,  married  Evans  Long, 

VI.  Martha  A,  S,  Mullen,  married  Nathaniel  Harris  on  ? Mar. 
1839  (Hinds  Co.  Mar.  Rec.  Bk.  2,  pg.  I69) . 

VII.  Louise  Mullen,  married  L,  Dixon. 

VIII,  William  Scott  Mullen,  married  Messina  H.  Barnes  on 
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27  June  1837  (Hinds  Co.  Mar.  Rec,  Bk.  2,  pg,  42). 

IX.  Ellen  Mullen,  married  Benjamin  Fortner  on  6 Apr.  1835 
(Hinds  Co.  Mar.  Rec.  Bk.  I,  pg.  263). 

(The  names  of  the  above  listed  children  are  found  in  the  Hinds 
Co.  Probate  Record,  old  series  1517.) 

The  Mullens*  sons  were  all  named  for  prominent  Methodist 
ministers.  There  has  been  no  effort  made  on  my  part  to  locate 
descendants  of  the  above  named  children;  however,  Mr,  Bob  L. 
McHann,  of  Edwards,  Miss,  is  compiling  a genealogy  of  this  fami- 
ly, The  descendants  of  Thomas  Britt  Mullen  have  held  a picnic 
each  year  for  the  past  69  years  in  Northern  Mississippi. 

CATCHINGS 

There  are  several  published  manuscripts  and  an  extensive 
Catchlngs  genealogy  which  relate  the  beginning  of  this  family 
in  America,  They  claim  that  Henry  Catchlngs  settled  in  Nor- 
folk Ph,,  Virginia,  in  I638,  However,  my  research  finds  that 
this  man  spelled  his  name  "Catlln"  and  he  died  leaving  nieces 
and  nephews  in  England  as  his  only  heirs.  More  research  is 
needed.  Therefore,  I begin  this  brief  account  of  the  family 
with  Benjamin  Catchlngs,  whose  records  are  well  documented. 
Benjamin  came  to  Georgia  when  those  lands  were  first  opened 
before  the  American  Revolution,  and  settled  in  Wilkes  County, 

He  was  born  on  31  Oct.  1748  in  Virginia,  and  died  in  Wilkes  Co. 
Georgia  on  31  July  1798.  On  6 Mar.  I767  he  married  Mildred 
Crlddle  in  Virginia. 

"Benjamin  was  a major  in  the  Revolutionary  War 
under  Col,  Elijah  Clark  and  fought  at  Kettle 
Creek.  He  was  shot  by  British  soldiers  who  de- 
stroyed everything  in  his  home.  He  feigned  death 
until  after  they  left  him.  Tradition  says  a silk 
handkerchief  was  passed  through  his  body  by  the 
surgeon.  He  was  granted,  as  a bounty  for  war  ser- 
vice, 787^  acres  of  land  in  Washington  County  in 
1784  and  250  acres  in  1790.  He  was  assistant 
county  surveyor  and  in  1779-1782  was  assistant 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Wilkes  County.  At  the  court 
of  August  5,  1779,  nine  Tories  were  tried  and 
hung  for  treason  and  murder.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Continental  Convention  from  Wilkes  County." 

("Catchlngs  and  Allied  Families",  by  Elizabeth 
Catchlngs . ) 

Benjamin  Catchlngs  had  four  brothers  who  also  served  in 
the  Revolutionary  War:  Meredith;  Seymour;  Phillip,  and  Joseph 
Catchlngs.  Benjamin  Catchlngs*  military  record  has  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  D.A.R. 
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Benjamin  and  Mildred  (Crlddle)  Catchlngs  are  burled  near 
Quaker  Springs,  Ga,  This  is  12  miles  from  the  beautiful  town 
of  Washington,  Ga.  Their  eight  children  were;  BenJamlnj  Sey- 
mour Scott;  William;  Philip;  Anne;  Joseph;  Jonathan,  and  Silas 
Mercer  Catchlngs, 

Our  progenitor  was  Philip  Catchlngs,  born  15  Dec.  1776  in 
Georgia,  He  died  18  Dec.  1836  and  was  burled  on  his  planta- 
tion, Glenrose,  This  was  on  Pearl  River  near  Georgetown,  Miss, 
Philip  first  married  Jannle  Barnes  In  Georgia,  and  about  I809 
moved  to  Pike  Co,,  Miss,  The  Pike  County  Court  Records  were 
all  destroyed  by  fire,  but  existing  Federal  records  show  he  ac- 
quired two  grants  of  land  there,  Philip  Catchlngs  participated 
In  the  War  of  1812  and  served  In  the  13th  Regiment  (Nixons)  of 
Miss,  Militia  (Reprint  of  "Pike  Co,  Miss,",  by  Conerly,  pg,  1 
of  Addenda),  About  1818  he  moved  to  Georgetown,  Miss,  it  Is 
believed  that  his  first  two  children,  William  H.  Catchlngs  and 
Harriet  Catchlngs,  are  children  by  his  first  marriage  to  Jannle 
Barnes,  Shortly  after  coming  to  Miss,  she  died,  and  Philip  was 
married  a second  time  to  Mary  Rogers,  They  had  seven  children: 
Philip  Seymour;  John  Noel;  Joseph;  Mary  Rogers;  Eliza  Harvey; 
Palatine,  and  Carolina  Matilda  Catchlngs.  After  the  death  of 
Mary  Rogers,  Philip  was  married  for  a third  time  on  14-  Mar, 

1836  (Copiah  Co.  Mar,  Rec,  Bk,  A,  pg.  4-10)  to  Miss  Jane  Win- 
born  (Copiah  Estate  of  Philip  Catchlngs,  Box  C), 

We  descend  from  John  Noel  Catchlngs,  who  was  born  I5  Dec, 
1811  and  died  28  Sept,  1873  (tombstone  In  Glenrose  Plantation 
Cemetery),  John  Noel  married  Emma  Angelina  Smith  on  17  Dec. 

1833  (see  Smith).  John  Noel  Catchlngs  was  a successful  plant- 
er before  the  Civil  War.  They  lived  at  Glenrose  Plantation,  on 
Pearl  River.  The  large  two-story  home  looked  very  much  like  the 
Fortner  home.  Pleasant  Retreat,  and  was  destroyed  by  fire.  John 
Noel  and  Emma  Angelina  (Smith)  Catchlngs  had  the  following 
children: 

1,  Laura  Catchlngs,  died  an  Infant. 

2,  William  H.  Catchlngs,  married  Susan  Fortner. 

3,  Emily  Catchlngs,  married  Robert  Marshall. 

4-,  Philip  Catchlngs,  died  an  Infant. 

5.  Mary  N.  Catchlngs,  married  B,  Hennlngton. 

6.  Stanhope  Catchlngs,  a doctor,  died  young. 

7.  Sarah  Angelina  Catchlngs,  married  Henry  Turner  Fortner. 

8.  Frances  E.  Catchlngs,  married  Harris  Reaben. 

9.  Harriet  L,  Catchlngs,  married  G.  W.  Womack. 
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10,  John  Noel  Catchings,  born  1852. 

11,  Dr.  Cornelius  Catchings,  married  a Miss  Tat\im,  of 
Terry,  Miss,  Second  married  a Mrs.  Foster, 

For  a complete  genealogy  of  the  Catchings  family,  you  are 
referred  to  "The  Catchings  and  Holliday  Families  and  Related 
Families",  by  Thomas  C.  Catchings  and  Mrs,  M,  C.  Torrey,  pubd, 
1919,  and  "Andrew  Moore  and  His  Descendants",  by  John  Passman. 

CRIDDLE 

This  name  Is  spelled  Crlddle,  Cradle  and  Credell.  Hum- 
phrey Credell  lived  In  Bedford  County,  Virginia,  where  his 
will  was  filed  22  May  1780.  He  married  Mildred  King  of  Vir- 
ginia, Her  will  was  filed  4 Dec.  1794.  These  records  have 
not  been  verified  and  are  given  as  found  In  "Catchings  and 
Allied  Families",  by  Elizabeth  Catchings,  pubd.  1942.  Hum- 
phrey and  Mildred  (King)  Crlddle  (Credell)  had  seven  children: 
Mary;  Elizabeth;  Mildred;  Martha;  Nancy;  Frankie,  and  Keshah 
Crlddle.  Mildred  Crlddle  was  born  5 Mar.  1749  and  died  1839 
near  Washington,  Ga.  She  married  Benjamin  Catchings  (see 
Catchings ) . 


MOORE 

Andrew  Moore  was  the  son  of  James  Moore  and  the  grandson 
of  John  Moore,  who  emigrated  to  Ireland  from  near  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land In  l6l2.  He  was  born  In  the  sixth  month  1688  In  County 
Antrim,  Ireland,  He  married  Margaret  Wilson  on  27  Feb,  1715 
(Minutes  of  Ulster  Province  Meeting,  Ireland  and  recorded  In 
"Immigration  of  Irish  Quakers  Into  Pennsylvania"  by  Albert  C. 
Myers,  pg,  348),  In  Passman's  genealogy  his  marriage  is  given 
Incorrectly.  They  had  three  children:  James;  Mary,  and  Mar- 
garet Moore.  Andrew's  wife  died  and  he  brought  the  children 
to  America,  settling  In  Chester  Co.,  Penn,  He  was  a Quaker, 
Andrew  Moore  married  a second  time  and  had  ten  children  by  Ra- 
chel Holliday,  He  was  a miller  and  farmer,  and  very  active  In 
meetings  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  Andrew  also  was  a talented 
poet  and  several  of  his  poems  are  given  In  the  Andrew  Moore 
Genealogy,  He  died  on  5 July  1753  and  was  burled  at  old  Sads- 
bury,  Lancaster  Co.,  Penn.  His  daughter,  Margaret,  married 
Alexander  Love  (see  Love),  ("Andrew  Moore  and  His  Descendants" 
by  Passman, ) 


LOVE 

Alexander  Love  was  born  1718  In  County  Antrim,  Ireland. 

He  died  1784  In  York  County,  South  Carolina,  where  he  moved 
from  York  Co.,  Penn.  In  1770.  He  came  to  America  about  1740 
with  his  brothers  Jeunes,  William  and  Robert  Love,  On  6 Apr, 
1743  he  married  at  Chester  Co.,  Penn.,  Margaret  Moore  who  was 
born  In  Ireland.  They  moved  to  South  Carolina  about  1770  where 
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Alexander  succeeded  In  having  his  new  place  of  residence  named 
York  after  his  home  county  In  Pennsylvania.  Margaret  Moore 
was  a Quaker,  and  was  disowned  from  membership  In  the  Society 
of  Friends  for  outgoing  In  marriage.  Alexander  Love  became  an 
Influential  citizen,  and  was  a member  of  the  Provisional  Cong- 
ress of  South  Carolina  on  1 Nov.  1775«  Alexander  and  Margar- 
et (Moore)  Love  had  the  following  children:  Rachel;  Andrew; 
James;  Mary;  Jane;  Elizabeth;  Margaret;  Sarah;  Robert;  Alex- 
ander, and  William  Love, 

William  Love,  the  son  of  Alexander  and  Margaret  (Moore) 
Love,  was  born  In  South  Carolina,  He  married  Margaret  McDow- 
ell, of  Spartanburg,  S.  C,  William  and  his  brother,  Robert 
Love,  were  In  the  Battle  of  Kings  Mountain  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  saw  service  throughout  North  Carolina  with 
the  American  forces,  Margaret  McDowell  and  Robert  Love  were 
engaged  to  be  married.  When  the  war  was  over,  Robert  was  so 
anxious  to  see  her  that  he  walked  72  miles  without  resting. 

The  exertion  was  too  great;  he  was  taken  111  and  died  sudden- 
ly, Some  time  later,  Margaret  married  Robert  Love’s  brother, 
William,  About  1806,  they  moved  to  Adams  County,  Miss,  and  In 
1809  moved  Into  Pike  County,  settling  on  the  Bogue  Chltto  Riv- 
er, south  of  Holmesvllle,  William  Love  was  a farmer  and  lived 
until  1839.  Margaret  died  In  1834,  His  record  of  service  has 
been  established  with  the  D.A.R,  Their  children  were;  Sarah; 
Robert;  Elizabeth;  James;  William;  Margaret;  Franklin,  and 
Jefferson  Love,  One  of  their  daughters,  Elizabeth  Love,  mar- 
ried John  Smith  In  1806  In  York  Co.,  S.  C.  (see  John  Smith), 
("Andrew  Moore  and  His  Descendants",  by  John  Passman,  This 
wonderful  genealogy  has  many  wills,  letters  and  documents,  and 
should  be  examined  by  those  Interested  In  this  line.) 

JOHN  SMITH 

There  were  several  John  Smiths  In  York  County,  S,  C,  We 
were  unable  to  Identify  which  one  was  the  progenitor  of  Sarah 
Angelina  (Sally)  Catchlngs  through  her  Smith  line.  However, 
John  Smith  of  York  County  married  Elizabeth  Love  In  1806, 

They  moved  to  Pike  Co,,  Miss,  with  some  of  her  family.  Their 
farm  was  on  the  Bogue  Chltto  River,  four  miles  south  of  Holmes- 
vllle, John  Smith  saw  service  during  the  War  of  1812  In  the 
13th  Regiment  (Nixons)  of  Miss.  Militia  (Reprint  of  "Pike  Co. 
Miss."  by  Conerly,  pg,  1 of  Addenda).  He  was  a farmer  and 
died  In  1835.  Elizabeth  (Love)  Smith  died  1847.  Their  child- 
ren were;  Harriet;  James;  Mary  M.;  Leander;  Leonidas;  Emma  An- 
gelina; Stanhope  W. ; Narclssa  E,;  Sarah;  Hugh  F,,  and  Christo- 
pher R,  Smith, 

Emma  Angelina  Smith  was  bom  28  June  1813  and  died  31  May 
1882  at  Glenrose  Plantation,  near  Georgetown,  Miss.  She  mar- 
ried John  Noel  Catchlngs  (see  Catchlngs). 
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